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Dustless Surface. Dustless surface shall mean adequately covered with screening stone, concrete, asphalt, or 
bituminous products, or gravel, adequately treated with oil, calcium chloride, or similar dust inhibiting substances. 

Dwelling. A building or portion thereof used for residential occupancy. 

Dwelling, Multi-Family.  See Residence, Multi-Family. 

Dwelling, Seasonal. A structure designed and intended for human habitation of a seasonal or recreational 
nature, and not as a permanent dwelling constructed of permanent weatherproof materials, and having a safe 
water supply with adequate sanitary sewage facilities.  Seasonal shall mean occupancy from June 1, to 
November 1, and not more than 30 days from November 1, to June l. 

Dwelling Unit. A building, or portion thereof, providing independent living facilities for one family, including 
provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation. 

Dwelling Unit, Accessory (ADU). A dwelling unit that is associated with and incidental to a single-family dwelling 
on the same lot that serves as the lot’s principal use. 

Elderly Person. Any person 62 years of age or over, or a person who has been certified by the Social Security 
Board as being totally disabled under the Federal Social Security Act. 

Family.  A person living alone, or any of the following groups living together as a single non-profit housekeeping 
unit and sharing common living, sleeping, cooking and eating facilities.  Occupancy in a dormitory, group dwelling, 
club, group home or similar group occupancy shall not be construed to be a family.   

1. Any number of people related by blood, marriage, civil union, adoption, foster care, guardianship or other 
duly authorized custodial relationship, gratuitous guests, domestic help and not more than one (1) 
additional unrelated person.  (Related by blood shall include only persons having one of the following 
relationships with another individual(s) residing within the same dwelling unit: parents, grandparents, 
children, sisters, brothers, grandchildren, stepchildren, first cousins, aunts, uncles, nieces and nephews); 

2. Two (2) unrelated persons and any children related to either of them; 

3. A cumulative total of up to three (3) adult persons.  More than three (3) adult persons may qualify as a 
family pursuant to other categories of this definition; 

4. Persons living together as a functional family as determined by the criteria listed below.  For the purpose 
of enforcing these regulations, it shall be assumed (presumptive evidence) that students enrolled at a 
college or university and groups of more than three (3) persons living together, who do not qualify as a 
family based on categories one or two of this definition, do not constitute a functional family. To qualify as 
a functional family, the following criteria shall be met: 

A. The occupants must share the entire dwelling unit and live and cook together as a single 
housekeeping unit.  A unit in which the various occupants act as separate roomers may not be 
deemed to be occupied by a functional family;   

B. The group shares expenses for food, rent or ownership costs, utilities and other household expenses; 

C. The group is permanent and stable and not temporary or transient in nature. Evidence of such 
permanency and stability may include: 

(1) The presence of minor dependent children regularly residing in the household who are enrolled in 
local schools;  
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(2) Members of the household have the same address for purposes of voter's registration, driver's 
license, motor vehicle registration and filing of taxes;  

(3) Members of the household are employed in the area;  

(4) The household has been living together as a unit for a year or more whether in the current 
dwelling unit or other dwelling units;  

(5) There is common ownership of furniture and appliances among the members of the household; 
and 

(6) Any other factor reasonably related to whether or not the group is the functional equivalent of a 
family. 

5. Any group protected by the “reasonable accommodation” criteria of the Federal Americans with 
Disabilities Act or Fair Housing Act in that group members are the functional equivalent of a family 
sharing and in continued pursuit of their common commitment to rehabilitation or recovery from chronic 
drug or alcohol addiction or abuse, evidenced by substantial compliance with the following criteria, listed 
in order of importance: 

A. The residence facility is certified by the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services as 
congregate sober housing. 

B. Collectively, the residents lease the entire residence rather than any particular room. 

C. Residents may remain indefinitely, but are required to leave the residence if they use drugs or 
alcohol. 

E. Residents share equally most household expenses, including rent, a single household budget, most 
household chores, including cleaning, shopping and cooking, and the work of maintaining the 
premises. 

F. Weekly meetings are used to discuss household, financial, logistical or interpersonal issues, and 
household safety, including fire safety. 

G. Residents prepare food and eat together on a frequent basis and there is shared food in the 
refrigerator. 

Flood Hazard Area. Areas subject to 100 year flooding as shown on the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency "Flood Insurance Study" and "Floodway" and "Flood Insurance Rate Maps" effective January 2, 1981 and 
further revisions. 

Floor Area, Gross. The sum of the gross area (horizontal) of every floor of a building measured from the exterior 
faces of the walls or from the center line of party or common walls separating two buildings, including (a) 
basement space; (b) attic space whether or not a floor has been laid, over which there is structural headroom of 7 
1/2 feet or more; (c) floor space used for mechanical equipment with structural headroom of 7 1/2 feet; (d) roofed 
porches, breezeways, interior balconies and mezzanines; (e) any roofed space such as a garage or carport for 
off-street parking accessory to a single-family or two-family dwelling not located in a cellar.  However, floor area 
does not include: (a) cellar space (except that cellar space used for a retail sales use shall be included for the 
purpose of calculating requirements of such use for accessory off-street parking spaces and accessory off-street 
loading berths); (b) elevator and stair bulkheads, accessory water tanks and cooling towers; and (c) terraces, 
unroofed open porches and steps. 

Floor Area, Livable. Livable floor areas may include rooms, halls, and closets, but shall not include rooms for 
heating equipment, garages, open or closed outside vestibules, or porches, or verandas.  Unfinished basement 
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