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Affordable Housing Meeting Minutes 8/17/2020
Meeting date: 
Monday, August 17, 2020

Town of Old Lyme

Affordable Housing Committee

 

Regular Meeting

Monday August 17, 2020

 

Held by tele/videoconference

 

Members Present: Michael Fogliano, Karen Winters, Harold Thompson, John Coughlin, John
Zaccaro, Tom Ortoleva, Jenn Miller (alternate), Peter Cable (alternate)

Members Absent: Tammy Tinnerello

 

MINUTES - UNAPPROVED

 

1. Call to order
1. Meeting called to order at approximately 5:35PM.

2. Approval of Minutes from 6-15-20 and 7-20-20
1. Motion to approve minutes of 6-15-20 by Tom Ortoleva, second by Karen Winters.

Motion passed.
2. Motion to approve minutes of 7-20-20 by Harold Thompson, second by Tom Ortoleva.
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Motion passed
3. Follow-up discussion on 7-20-20 McCulloch Property presentation

1. It was agreed, based on the presentation from Amanda Blair, co-chair of the Old
Lyme Open Space Commission, on June 15, 2020, that the opportunity to develop
two affordable housing units on the McCulloch property should be pursued further,
recognizing that the five-year window of opportunity will lapse in September, 2024. It
was further agreed that the work required to advance the opportunity exceeds the
scope and timeline for the Affordable Housing Committee, and that the Committee will
recommend that the Board of Selectmen form a project committee.

4. CT Dept of Housing Affordable Housing Data
1. Jenn Miller presented an analysis of data from the 2018 Annual Appeals List

published by the CT Department of Housing (portal.ct.gov). The analysis showed that
Old Lyme ranked 26th lowest in the percentage of affordable housing units among the
169 municipalities in Connecticut, 4th lowest among all municipalities having a similar
number (+/- 1000) of total housing units to Old Lyme, and also 4th lowest among the
non-exempt municipalities having a similar number of total housing units to Old Lyme.

2. Michael Fogliano presented an analysis of DOH data from 2016 (the most recent data
available to download in raw form from data.ct.gov) and the 2019 Annual Appeals List
to examine the breakdown of the types of affordable housing in CT. The analysis
showed that, among all municipalities in Connecticut, deed restricted affordable
housing provided the lowest contribution to the overall affordable housing stock in the
state, with the majority (over 96%) of affordable housing units being qualified on the
basis of Government Assistance, Tenant Assistance, and Mortgage Assistance. The
analysis further showed that less than 1% of affordable housing units in the 11
municipalities with 10,000 or fewer total housing units that had achieved the 10%
affordable housing exemption from 8-30g as of 2016 were deed restricted. Among
those smaller municipalities it appears, based on a scan of town websites, that all of
them have some sewer infrastructure. As of 2019, deed restricted units constituted
3.0% (5,157 of 172,277) of affordable housing units statewide, and 3.7% (3 of 82) of
the affordable housing units in Old Lyme.

5. Workstreams and key deliverables
1. Status update

1. Work is in progress to obtain the detailed data on affordable housing units in Old
Lyme that is used to compile the DOH Annual Appeals Listing, with contacts
made within the Town and at the DOH. An open item remains to identify the
public data sources that will be used to estimate the capacity for additional
affordable housing in Old Lyme. This will be taken up at the next meeting.
Harold Thompson noted that he had become aware of a possible opportunity for
affordable housing development in town that he will follow up on.

2. Case studies of how other municipalities are approaching affordable housing
will be taken up at the September regular meeting.

3. An assessment of CT 8-30g by John Zaccaro is in progress and will be
presented at the September regular meeting.

4. During the course of reviewing the requirements to qualify for a recent DOH
planning grant, the existence of CT 8-30j, passed by the state legislature in
2018, was discovered. This statute requires all municipalities to create an
affordable housing plan by July 2022, and update it every 5 years thereafter.
Given that the current Affordable Housing Committee will be sunsetting by early
2021, a recommendation to the Board of Selectmen on compliance with this
state requirement will need to be included among the committee’s other



recommendations.
2. Interim update for Board of Selectmen

1. The possibility of preparing an interim progress report including initial
recommendations for the Board of Selectmen was discussed, considering that
the committee is at a six-month milestone, and the time-sensitive
recommendations for the BOS that have emerged from the committee’s work to
date. It was agreed to move forward with this. Mr. Fogliano will draft an interim
progress report and initial recommendations on the McCulloch property
opportunity and future planning requirements under CT8-30j for the Board of
Selectmen, for discussion by the full committee at the next available opportunity.
If possible, a special meeting will be scheduled for Monday, August 31 to
finalize the report so that it can be forwarded to the BOS in time for their
September meeting.

6. Other business / matters arising
1. None

7. Public comment
1. None

8. Adjournment
1. Motion to adjourn by Karen Winters, second by John Zaccaro. Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:15PM
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