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Action 3.4.2 Worksheet 
Prioritize Resources for Protection 

Old Lyme, CT 
 

 
In accordance with the Town enabling ordinance adopted 12-13-2010 
(https://www.oldlyme-ct.gov/open-space-commission/pages/open-space-ordinance ), the 
Town Plan of Conservation and Development, and the Connecticut Green Plan, the 
following open space resources have been prioritized for protection by the Town of Old 
Lyme Open Space Commission: 
 

Resources Prioritized for Protection 

Connectivity: Properties adjacent to or in close proximity, i.e., that connect to, existing town 
open space properties, and to Old Lyme Land Trust preserves; or to other conserved land that 
will meet the Open Space Commission’s goal of building large, unfragmented greenways and 
forest blocks and advance the goal of a town-wide trail system. 

Resilience: Parcels that provide refuge to wild fauna and flora; that serve as natural 
strongholds in the event of drought, flood and other climatic disturbances; and that can 
facilitate adaptation by both wildlife and humans. Lands with geodiversity and complexity 
that mitigate climate change are said to be “resilient.”  

Wildlife: Property that protects wildlife, with special emphasis on habitat that supports 
endangered or threatened species as identified in the State of CT Wildlife Action Plan. 
Properties may, per their physical characteristics, be designated to preserve nature as “forever 
wild” sanctuaries or refuges. 

Water: Property that protects surface and sub-surface natural and drinking water, including 
wetlands, sources of rivers and streams, ponds, vernal pools, aquifers, and drainage systems. 
The CT Green Plan gives priority to the acquisition of lands that protect high-quality natural 
waters and drinking water resources. 

Recreation: Property that offers opportunities for active and passive outdoor recreation (such 
as hiking and kayaking) and education. 

Coast: Property that is important for coastal preservation and/or provides access to the 
shoreline and tidal waters for canoeing, kayaking, fishing, crabbing, and other water-related 
activities. 

Scenic/Special Features: Property with unique and significant features such as vistas, or 
visual corridors to provide the same, ridgeline conservation, caves, steep slopes or other 
unusual or rare topography should be considered for preservation. 
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Heritage: Property that offers historical or archeological significance that also meets 
important open space acquisition criteria. The Ames Open Space in Old Lyme, e.g., contains 
shelters used by Native Americans over 4,000 years ago. 

 
In consideration of the 2020 Open Space Plan, the Town Plan of Conservation and Development, 
and the Connecticut Green Plan, the Open Space Commission lists the above criteria to be 
considered in recommending land for future acquisition. Properties that meet multiple criteria are 
more likely to be recommended to the Board of Selectmen for acquisition. 
Additional criteria for land acquisition include: Land eligible for state or federal grants or other 
non-municipal funding according to grantor guidelines; desirable land that is available at 
reasonable cost, as determined by professional appraisals, with title and ownership free of 
potentially adverse issues; and, land that will not subject the town to excessive maintenance or 
carrying costs, such as the inspection, maintenance, replacement of existing structures such as 
dams, or other sizable expenses. 
The Open Space Commission and the Old Lyme Land Trust share a long-term goal of creating a 
town-wide trail system while using connectivity of open spaces to create greenways for 
unobstructed passage of wildlife. As DEEP states in the CT Green Plan: One parcel of land lost 
to development at a critical junction can diminish the conservation of surrounding lands. 
 
Thus, a high priority in the long-term acquisition plan is the acquisition of properties to create 
connectivity benefiting wildlife, property resilience, hikers and nature lovers. 
 
The State’s Green Plan has set an initial goal of conserving 21% of Connecticut's land base. The 
Town of Old Lyme, the Old Lyme Land Trust, and The Nature Conservancy together protect 
about 15% of the town’s acreage, exceeding the 11% Green Plan goal for the State’s land 
conservation partners.  The Open Space Commission is committed to this effort. 
The 2020 Open Space Plan, which generally guides the Open Space Commission’s land 
acquisition goals, does not identify specific parcels of land that may be desirable for town open 
space. Public identification may adversely affect negotiation and price for the acquisitions, affect 
the marketability of properties, or otherwise impair the town’s negotiation position. 
The Open Space Commission is cognizant of the requirements of Connecticut's Freedom of 
Information Act (“FOIA”) and will assess and deliberate on price negotiations and contract 
material terms for specific properties in executive session as permitted by the FOIA. 
The Open Space Commission carefully shepherds the Town’s open space acquisition fund to 
ensure opportunity reserves are available for appraisals, land surveys and purchases if the Town 
needs to act quickly when land desirable for open space becomes available.  
 


