
Durham Complete Streets Action Group Minutes 5.24.17 7pm 

Present: 

 Tom Kannam, Leslie Bulion, Sue Michael, Stephan Michael, Sheehan Michael, Nanci 

Feitel, Brad Jubelirer, Duncan Milne, Mike Bisceglia, Cathy Bisceglia, Dave Foster, John 

Jenkins, Howard Reid. 

Howard Reid, Middletown Complete Streets Committee: 

Jonas Center started their group working on a Complete Streets Plan. Middletown City 

Council at $10,000 research grant for planning and development of a plan. The plan was more 

about a vision using the Complete Streets approach. Lengthier than an ordinance, and 

aspirational, not binding. Principles, goals, wishes. This approach was easier because there was 

no immediate pressure on the municipality to act, and laid out a plan for the future. They looked 

at plans from other towns, and developed principles and guidelines as they moved forward. A 

consultant, Brian Kent, a landscape architect from Mystic. (fee approx $10,000) worked with the 

group for about a year, and related the plan to zoning regulations. The final draft was approved 

by the Common Council.  

The committee continued to meet and was supported by the Common Council. The next 

logical step was an ordinance, or a policy with is between a plan and an ordinance in terms of 

accountability and requirement to action.  

City of Stamford had the best ordinance. Cost is a huge issue depending on what is 

specified in the ordinance, and can sidetrack efforts. Looking for a middle road between 

requiring the city to do things when doing a road project - but only in priority areas.  

2 elements in section C Item 1. Public works with other commissions and CS group will 

review all projects with effort to explore and encourage CS opportunities. Have to justify cost. 

Some CS changes are low cost. Item 2. Any proposal within 1000 feet of a school, commercial 

establishment or bus stop will involve consideration of CS opportunities. 

Following what Stamford did, City of Middletown has to consider CS and still has the 

option to include CS benefit in a situation that doesn’t justify the cost. Has to document decision 

to demonstrate it went through the process. Middletown uses an engineering firm for project 

review. 

The process of creating the plan allowed input from the community. An education 

program about what CS is. Community involvement is important when you go for approval of 

projects. The ordinance made the CS committee a permanent City entity in Middletown. Some 

places do advocacy only, and some do both.  

South Windsor – parks and rec committee. South Windsor Walk and Wheel Ways. 

http://recreation.southwindsor.org/409/Walk-and-Wheel-Ways advocacy, raises $$, education, 

Safe Routes to Schools funds. 

It’s important that we include both biking and pedestrian issues. A consultant can educate 

the committee on what is possible. How to reduce speed of traffic and increase safety—a road 

safety assessment. State DOT, Safe Routes for Schools. This contract has been eliminated, but 

they did the road safety assessment for Middletown. BikeWalkCT is a great resource.  

http://recreation.southwindsor.org/409/Walk-and-Wheel-Ways


Durham Complete Streets Action Group Minutes, July 18, 2018 
 
Present: Leslie Bulion, Steve Michael, Michael Bisceglia, Martin Anderson, Becky 
Anderson, Christine Michaud 

 

1. Discussion of our "Walk Our Towns" grant in relation to Christine Michaud’s role 
as Arts and Culture portfolio volunteer for Sustainable Durham program. 

Christine will be working on a Cultural and Tourism asset map: gather info on locations, 
events, organizations of historical, natural, tourist interest as town assets to create a 
database with info how to use assets. Can leave as database, or converge into Google 
map with dropped pins.  
The Historical Society’s walking guide and our Complete Streets Main Street “Walk Our 
Town” will both be included as cultural activities, and will try to coordinate information.  
Purpose is not to promote individual businesses, but to include businesses of tourist 
interest, local agribusinesses, civic organizations, school district. Would be of interest to 
residents and visitors.  
Christine will host a brainstorming meeting at the Library in August with all 
interested parties, and will send info to Leslie to share with Complete Streets.  
 
Martin mentioned Bike/Walk CT meeting he attended and their NorWALK program 
through their Community Health Dept. Used historical places as part of their route. 
Suggested looking at their website to decide what to include in this database. 
 

2. Christine shared that Cyndi Shirshac is retiring August 31. Saturday August 25 
farewell event TBA. 

 
3. Becky will be working on transportation as part of Sustainable Durham. 

Promoting public and other modes of transportation—supposed to interact with 
Complete Streets. If we get better bike/walk routes on Main street, connect to 
public transport. Possibilities might include a protected structure that incorporates 
historical and local info. Pocket park. Current bus route is not well used or 
publicized now. Walkability and bike-ability ideas important. Aging in place. How 
many bus stops in Durham? 2? MAT buses with routes, and 9 Town Transit -- 
goes to houses. That program is not age dependent, and can be used by young 
person going to work. It is very limited, and costs about $1.50. Becky would love 
help working on these ideas. 

 
4. HUGE THANKS to everyone who worked so hard on the Bike Rodeo! Great 

feedback from participants. All of the sponsors and volunteers have been 
thanked. Letter to Town Times was truncated to remove all names. Others 
received handwritten notes or personal emails. Per Sherri Hill - if we want to use 
Rec dept. staff for projects and can plan in advance their hours can be budgeted. 
In the case of the Bike Rodeo, the hours were budgeted for rec program and not 
needed. 
 

 



5. We agreed we would like to each represent Complete Streets at least once 
at a Thursday Farmer’s market this summer to put up a table, share info 
about what we’re doing and give out Complete Streets handouts. We are 
welcome to show up and set up on the Main Street side of market. Hours are 3-7, 
though just being there a couple of hours is fine if that’s what you can do. 
 
Process: Bring a table, our banner, and the handouts, and the clipboard with a 
sign up sheet for anyone who wants to be on our email list.  
Leslie will start July 26. Please copy the dates and respond to this email 
filling in your name next to the Thursday you can go, and coordinate with 
the person the week before you to get the banner and the box of handouts. 
July 26 Leslie 
Aug 2 
Aug 9 
Aug 16 
Aug 23 
Aug 30 
Sept 6 

 
6.   
Pass resolution ASAP. Pass by July 23 Selectmen meeting.  
The group accepted all of the proposed edits, and added a new edit at Martin’s 
suggestion: When public works is putting a shovel in the ground there are budget 
considerations. We added the phrase “with budgetary requirements.” And Leslie 
sent the resolution back to Laura for consideration at the Selectmen’s meeting 
Monday, July 23 at 7pm 3rd floor, town hall. Members of our group are 
encouraged to attend.   
 
7. Group agrees to write a request from this committee to the Board of Selectmen 

for the painting of a walking/biking loop including lines and crosswalks for 
Maiden, Pickett, Brick, Main Street. Include the bike lane improvements for Main 
Street as part of the request. Most of these streets are going to be torn up in the 
next two years. Town engineer Brian Curtis and the rest of his contracted firm will 
analyze the request and get a quote for design, striping budget. Town has $ for 
the analysis. Everyone in Complete Streets Durham CT will make a 
list/consider wording of what to include in that request to discuss at our 
next meeting.  

8.  
Planning team has a monthly meeting. Laura will let us know the dates so we can 
be sure to have a member attend. We will make a statement for local traffic 
authority that we want this to happen. We still need these dates from Laura** 

 
Meeting was adjourned to go to Dari Serv and celebrate the successful Bike Rodeo! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Leslie Bulion 



 

Other discussion:  

Durham CS applied for $1000 CVEF grant for bike/ped education. (*update- granted!) 

Group walked Main Street and identified problem spots. Many auto ingress/egress spots 

unsafe and unmarked for pedestrians make areas of Main St. exceptionally pedestrian unfriendly. 

Developers should be required to fix/add/maintain sidewalks on Main Street. Can this be 

part of our plan? We will need to contact Planning and Zoning, and work with that board to 

incorporate CS concepts into planning for town of Durham.  

The state turned sidewalk maintenance over to municipalities. Emergency repairs being 

done on Main St. 

 

Group discussion of uncontrolled crosswalks that could qualify for CTDOT signage and 

improvements. Leslie forwarded group ideas to Laura Francis. 

 

Leslie, Sue and Steve will attend the BikeWalkCT summit in Hartford June 9 and 10.  

 

Duncan shared his map of Main Street sidewalks and will make a copy to use and share 

for CS community education. Thank you! 

 

Discussion of Main Street, Maiden Lane, Pickett Lane recreational loop- John made 

suggestion that Durham Manufacturing’s property may be available to complete loop without 

Main Street.  

 

In conversation with director of BikeWalkCT Adina Gianelli, and Laura Baum, Leslie 

collected other towns’ ordinances to use as models. 

Members will read CS ordinances from several towns and bring best practice/wording 

suggestions to next meeting. 

Next meeting, we will invite Tony Lorenzetti, the Circuit Rider to Municipalities from 

the UCONN Technology Transfer Center. 

 

Next meeting date: Wednesday, June 24, 7pm at Durham Library. Please read updates in 

case we don’t have a room and need to change location of meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leslie Bulion 

 



Complete Streets Action Group Minutes October 23, 2019 
Present: Martin and Becky Anderson, Cathy Bisceglia, Leslie Bulion, Nancy Feitel, 
Duncan Milne. 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 
 
1. Update on Engineering Report Per Laura Francis’s communication with Brian 
Curtis we are expecting an update by the end of October. 
 
 
2. Report on Sustainable CT Funding meeting (Becky and Leslie) 
 
Very encouraging meeting with Abe Hilding-Salorio.  
Funds administered throughcCrowdfunding website. IOBY In Our Backyard. 
Grant $ from Sustainable CT probably available through the end of 2020. 
Easy, quick application and our project fits all of their criteria. Approved on a rolling 
basis, applications anytime, quick and simple. 
Apply once we have a budget. Can’t be seed money for a much larger project, but can 
be discrete, executable portion of a larger project that has tangible benefits. Project 
must show public benefit, accessible. 
Don’t start the crowdfunding portion until large donations have been made. 
Crowdfunding over 6-8 weeks after major donations have been made.  
We can ask institutions such as: 
Community Foundation of MX County, CVEF, Durham Mfg (employee giving?), Main St. 
businesses, local civic organizations, Rec Dept as partner.  
After major donor sources, community outreach and crowdfunding. We can create a Go 
Fund Me page. Important to allow venmo, paypal for gofundme to make donations 
simple. Solicit Coginchaug grads also. 
All donations will be matched by Sustainable CT up to $25,000 ($50,000 total cost of 
project) 
Project must start within 10 months from either end of fundraising or beginning (Abe 
wasn’t sure). 
 
We also spoke to: New England Grass roots fund Laura Flagg. Environmental and 
social justice. Equity. This source did not seem promising for our project. 
 
 
3. Next steps for multi-use loop/CS plan/coordination with D13 Leslie’s 
discussion with Laura 
Project should be supported by town and schools if it is budget-neutral. We need to be 
prepared for re-education process.  
Leslie and Becky will meet informally with Kathy Veronisi once we have a budget for the 
CS plan. Hope to bring to school board so we can move ahead with proposal.  
Once we have the budge we will also meet with the Local Traffic Authority (Board of 
Selectmen) and other town groups (Economic Development Commission 



Durham Middlefield Chamber of Commerce) 
Public meetings at Library, Exchange Club, Lions, Rotary to start education and 
promotion of plan.  
 
We also have an opportunity with Pickett Lane improvements. Water line will be going 
under the culvert on Pickett and will involve changes in culvert design. Regarding 
multiuse lane, painting may be the best we can do (plus crosswalks) and prefer whole 
thing painted a solid color if possible.  
Discussion of map. Duncan will make adjustments and contact Leslie with update.  
Push-button lighted crosswalks on Main Street are optimal. Hope to get cost estimate.  
 
4. New idea/direction for using “Walk our Town” project to share info and gain 
support for CS plans, inspired by Newport signs.  
Use project as CS promo. Use markers like blazes on the trail. We need an icon and 
color. Art activity at library with kids – artwork -tap in.  
EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE THINKING ABOUT OUR BRANDING – need a name for 
the multi-use trail. Something that appeals to young people moving into town. Laura 
discussed branding with Leslie, and pointed out that millennials and boomers share the 
same values: walkability, community, accessibility.  
Smart commuting and ridesharing -will also attract millennials.  
Could Korn school be designated as a rideshare lot?  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Leslie Bulion 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: Wednesday, November 20, 7 pm second floor conference 
room Town Hall (originally scheduled for Nov 27, but that’s the day before 
Thanksgiving. Also, December meeting scheduled for Christmas Day and will 
move that back to December 18).  
 



Complete Streets Action Group Minutes February 26, 2020 
Present: Martin and Becky Anderson, Leslie Bulion, Brad Jubelirer. Cathy and Michael 
Bisceglia, Stephen Michael.  
 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 
 
 

1. Martin – met with John Jenkins 2.25 about road improvements on Conceptual 
Plan.  

• On town roads, sharrows, lines, can be painted with less expensive, 
regular paint, since roads are chip sealed every six years. The more 
expensive epoxy paint lasts 10 years and would outlive the road surface. 
Would the town road crews be allowed to do the sharrows in the bike lane 
on Main St.? Do we have to use epoxy for those? 

 
o Other costs, signage, etc. are “fully-loaded costs”, where the crew digs 

hole, directs traffic, but for those sign jobs the only town expense is buying 
the signs and our road crew can do the work. Our road crew may be able 
to do the ones on the side roads.  

 
o Pedestrian Loop: John agreed that Brick Lane would be too narrow for 

striping. Sidewalk is too expensive due to the road location, swale, marsh 
etc.  

o Town crew can do white striping on Maiden to Picket or beyond. Maiden 
gets narrow from Main down the hill to Brick. John wants to stripe the 
whole Maiden Lane; the crew would do it with road paint. Shoulder would 
be very narrow approaching Main. The hope is that it would be traffic 
calming.  

o Questions: How often can it be painted to remain well visible? What are 
the cost benefits of epoxy vs road paint? More costs if different machine 
needed. Otherwise, not much more than regular road maintenance. 

o Pickett Lane: great width for center and striping. Except for near Strong. 
Private road owned by District 13. 

o Sharrows along bike route connecting to Middletown: Maiden Johnson, 
Milbrook. Town work crews can lay template and town paint. Play with 
schedule? If we can use the town road crew the cost is just paint vs. 
$25000, plus signage.  

o Would like to get this on town work schedule. Get expense info to Board of 
Finance on time. John Jenkins feels confident the town can do the labor. 
We will need to buy signs, paint, stencils.  

o Durham Manufacturing: employees use Pedestrian Loop all the time. Land 
west of solar farm is Durham Manufacturing land. Have we thought about 
talking to Durham Manufacturing to create a walking path across their 
property from Maiden Lane to Allyn Brook? 



o Town Road Crew is purposefully increasing sightlines at particular 
corners.  

 
 
 

2. Sustainable CT – We need to get our information into the Sustainable Durham 
compilation for eligibility for certification.  
Please give Leslie details of all trainings/workshops/info sessions you attended, 
including brochures, dates, who went.  
Please give Leslie details of any activities or workshops you organized or gave 
for Complete Streets. Leslie has Bike Rodeo info. 
 

3. Complete Streets is on the agenda for Board of Selectman meeting March 9. 
Leslie and Martin will finish editing the Conceptual Plan and Leslie will present. 
Attending the meeting: Becky, Martin, Mike and Cathy Bisceglia, Steve, Simone.  
 

(Leslie shared updated pricing info from Brian Curtis via email before the meeting) 
 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:17 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Leslie Bulion 
 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: March 25, 7 pm Town Hall.   
 



Complete Streets Action Group Virtual Meeting Minutes June 4, 2020 
Present: Martin and Becky Anderson, Leslie Bulion, Nanci Feitel, Stefan Michael.  
 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:30pm 
 
 

1. Martin reported on information concerning billing overage of $5062 from NJA 
Engineering to Town of Durham, alerted to overage by Beth Moncata, Finance 
Director, on May 26 for a bill for services up to March 20. Brian indicated he will 
submit his materials to DOT. Beth Moncata wanted to know why Complete 
Streets had not requested a budget for the upcoming fiscal year beginning in July 
2020. At the time of budgeting we still did not have the engineering report and 
could not formulate our conceptual plan or forecast expenses. We will need to 
submit a budget request for the next fiscal year, beginning July 2021. 

2. Becky reported on attending the BOS meeting on May 11 to follow up on our 
presentation of the Complete Streets Durham CT conceptual plan. The BOS was 
notified we would be submitting the plan and accompanying engineering report to 
DOT. Leslie will forward our conceptual plan, NJA engineering report, and the 
Main Street bike lane plan to DOT this week. One item discussed with NJA, the 
bike lane connector to Middletown’s Milbrook Rd bike lane, was not submitted to 
Complete Streets Durham CT and will not accompany our materials at this time.  

3. Once we have submitted our materials to DOT and received preliminary 
feedback we will plan our grassroots campaign for community support. Becky 
suggested using the online, active FB forums as well as the civic groups 
previously discussed.  

4. We will need funding for some items on the bike lane, including signage and 
sharrow stenciling. This could have been budgeted, but will now require some 
other means. Becky and Martin will sketch out a timetable for us to participate in 
the Town of Durham budgeting timetable. The paving of Main St is tentatively 
scheduled for early 2021. Improvements at Main Street, non-signal crosswalks 
(push button solar flashers, for eg.), will require funds as well, and could be 
budgeted for fy 21-22. We are planning to pursue grant money (such as AARP 
which comes up periodically) for improvements to the planned pedestrian loop.  

5. The group agreed to return our CVEF grant since we were able to put our 
community awareness walking route plan into action due to the pandemic. Leslie 
will contact Beth Moncata to request that our $1000 grant be returned to the 
CVEF post box address, and will contact Tina Gossner to let her know it will be 
returned.  

 
Next virtual meeting 7:30pm July 8, 2020. Leslie will send invitation. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 
Respectfully submitted, 
Leslie Bulion 


