
5.1 Integrate Sustainability into Plan of Conservation and Development 
Ridgefield Submission 2021

Action 5.1 Worksheet 2 

Please complete this worksheet for each sustainability concept listed in your Plan of 
Conservation and Development. At least three concepts are required and additional concepts may 
be included for more points. Concepts must be integrated in a meaningful way to receive credit.  

Sustainability Concept (3 
Required)

Page(s) in POCD 
where Referenced

Description of how Concept Included 
in POCD

Concept 1: Land Use Patterns Page 26, Section 1 This concept is outlined in three main 
points: Reducing dependence on fossil 
fuels, reducing activities that encroach 
upon nature and meeting human needs 
fairly and efficiently. The POCD 
highlights important goals within each 
point to achieve greater sustainability. 
These include: maintaining a well-
defined edge between development and 
nature, identify communities impacted 
by environmental burdens and pollution, 
and supporting a mix of integrated 
community uses. 

Concept 2: Compatible 
Physical Development and 
Stewardship

Page 26-33, 48 Ridgefield values the many diverse land 
uses throughout its municipality, and is 
looking to support areas in need of 
economic growth. They consider 
transportation methods and corridors, 
while understanding their impact on 
local green/open spaces. Ridgefield 
continues to work towards a goal of 
30% open space. Currently at 25.2%.



Concept 3: Municipal 
Programs and Operations

Page 36 Ridgefield committed to take the action 
to Review municipal programs relative 
to energy sustainability issues including: 
Promoting “greener” buildings / 
vehicles; Providing for alternative 
approaches (fuel cell, micro-grids, etc.); 
Streamlining permitting for small solar 
installations, wind generators, etc., and; 
Providing for electric car charging 
stations. 

Concept 4: Community 
Character and Livability 

Page 46, 47 Ridgefield has a top priority policy to 
utilize the demolition delay ordinance, 
once adopted, to allow time for 
identification, review, and preservation 
of significant historic resources. It also 
has has a top priority to continue efforts 
to protect visually distinctive 
landscapes, high quality views, and 
other scenic features.

Concept 5: Economic Vitality 
and Resilience

Page 29 Ridgefield encourages businesses to 
reduce their dependence on fossil fuels, 
through new transportation strategies to 
and from work, and using alternative 
energy methods. They support local 
employment and promote financial and 
social equity in the workplace. 

Concept 6: Resilient 
Infrastructure 

Page 31,32 Ridgefield promotes use of clean energy 
systems and innovative solutions for 
wastewater treatment. Also, they 
recognize the “cradle to cradle” and 
“cradle to grave” costs of waste 
generation and disposal. They are 
looking to develop near existing 
structures, and guide development away 
from floodplains/barrier beaches. 



Concept 7: Other  
If you choose to reference a 
concept not captured in one of 
the sustainability concepts 
listed above, in this box, 
please include a clear and 
concise statement of the issue 
to be addressed and explain 
how the issue moves your 
municipality toward 
sustainability.

Page 36 & Page 85 Ridgefield has a high priority policy to 
encourage and support efforts to: 
Reduce energy use and become more 
energy efficient; Include life-cycle 
costing in municipal decision-making; 
Reduce reliance on fossil fuels. This 
work will be done in partnership with 
the Energy Task Force (ETF). 
Planning and Zoning has a policy to 
continue allowing adaptive reuse of 
historic structures and residences in 
significant streetscapes along major 
roadways to protect historic resources 
while supporting local business 
development.


