
 

9.4 Food Waste Composting Campaign With the general population being the 
primary target, the Food Waste Campaign within the Town of Fairfield focuses on disseminating 
information about composting. Through social media and workshops, the town offers residents 
ample opportunity to educate themselves on the benefits of composting food waste instead of 
sending it to a landfill. Provided below are composting workshops held within the town along with 
educational materials used 

2019 Program details: 

 



 

 



Due to Covid, no workshops were held in 2020; however, SFTF restarted the program in 2021 and 
actively encouraged backyard composting and reduction of food waste as follows  

1. A program offering composter bins to residents at discounted prices to encourage home 
composting of organics.  

2. A composting workshop with support from our Town library. 
3. Encouraging residents to sign up for one of two food waste collection services in town – 

Curbside Compost and Action Container.  
4. Encouraging local farmers and residents to “Grow a Row for Hope” – planting an extra row of 

vegetables and donating the produce to the food pantry run by Operation Hope, a local non-
profit organization that addresses homelessness, hunger and related issues in the community.  

 

The town has promoted this through outreach as follows: 

1. We have produced a FAQ sheet which sits on our town website 
(https://www.fairfieldct.org/filestorage/10736/12858/17526/19132/88130/Town_of_Fairfield_Recycling_FAQs.pdf
). Selected sections on FAQ page encouraging Composting or Food Waste pick up:  

 

 

 

2. The Town has also promoted home composting on our town First Selectwoman’s 
mailings as well as through the Sustainable Fairfield Task Force’s (SFTF) Facebook and 
Instagram pages. Example of organics recycling, composting and food waste reduction 
outreach: 

Event/ Program Date Description Municipal support # Attendees 
Backyard composting 
workshops 

2/24/21 
4/20/21 

Zoom presentations 
learn how to compost 
with master composters 
Mary Hogue, Andrew 
Tyrell (Black Rock 
Composting Company) 
and Dan Martens 

Sustainable Fairfield Task 
Force, Unquowa School, 
Fairfield Library 

Est 30 
Est 35 

Home composting 
educational outreach 

April  - August 2021 Instagram and Facebook 
postings outlining the 
benefits of Home 
composting  

Sustainable Fairfield Task 
Force outreach program 

NA – Town wide 

Discounted Composter 
program 

April to August 2021 Offered a 25% discount 
on a home composter 
bin 

First Selectwoman’s 
newsletter 

NA – Town wide 

Encouraging residents to 
sign up for home food 
waste pick up service 

2021 FAQs on Town website 
encouraging residents to 
start home composting 
or get a pick up service 

Posting on Town website  NA – Town Wide 



Discounted Home composter offered April – August 2021 

 

This program as well as the Grow a Row for Hope was also promoted on SFTF’s Instagram and 
Facebook pages: 

 

 



 

   
 
 
Plan For Ongoing Efforts: The Town plans to do the following activities and outreach to 
continue to promote reduction of food waste and increase of home composting in late 
2021-2022: 
 
Event/ Program Timing  Outreach Description 
Home composting workshops  Spring 2022 

Earth day 2022 
Other dates TBD 

Mary Hogue, Dan Martens and Misty 
Beyer will host a series of home 
composting workshops working with 
our local libraries and organizations. 

Provide education on home Green Wheels Expo – 10/2/21 Provide tabletop materials and 



composting at events  Earth Day 2022 
Green Wheels Expo 2022 
Other dates: TBD 

engage in discussions with attendees 
at events sponsored by SFTF  

Social media outreach and SFTF 
website  

Fall 2021 and continuing Using the Sustainable Fairfield Task 
Force social media platforms and 
SFTF website, SFTF will promote the 
benefits of home composting 

Discounted Composter program  2022 (while supplies last) The SFTF is negotiating to receive a 
grant to continue to offer discounted 
home composters in 2022 

Food Waste Digester and Food 
Waste Drop off program 

Spring / Summer 2022 The town, through the SFTF and the 
SWR commission, is exploring a food 
waste drop off program using a 
commercial-scale food waste 
digester. SFTF has already conducted 
a tour for representatives of the 
Town, SW&RC and SFTF of the  
Stamford Transfer Station to observe 
the Eco-Rich composter. SFTF will 
continue to explore funding 
opportunities to reduce the cost to 
purchase the composter(s). 

Undertake and support school pilot 
program for a Zero Waste program 

2021-2022 school year with goal of 
expanding to other schools for 2022-
2023 

Holland Hill ES & Mill ES have been 
chosen as the first two Fairfield 
public schools to test a Zero Waste 
program. As the initial proponent of 
the Zero Waste program, SFTF will 
work with those schools to (1) have 
“share tables” for unopened and 
unserved foods to be delivered to 
Operation Hope; (2) compost a small 
amount on site both in aerobic piles 
and vermicompost as a teaching tool 
and contract with Action Waste and 
Curbside Compost to remove 
compost from sites; (3) vet all 
initiatives with sanitarians in Fairfield 
Health Dept. and (4) work with local 
trained UConn Master Composter 
and Master Gardner to educate 
teachers, staff, students and parents 
on how to compost as well as the 
benefits of composting.  

 
 
 

 

 

 


