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	APPLICANT ORGANIZATION:*  City of New London
ADDRESS:  181 State Street
CITY:  New London                                                                  STATE:  CT                                             ZIP:  06320-6302
CONTACT PERSON:  Tom Bombria                                        PHONE:  860-437-6346                                            FAX:  8604477971
EMAIL:  tbombria@newlondonct.org
* If Non-Profit, please attach support letter from municipality where property is located

	SITE NAME:  Hempstead Park
SITE ADDRESS:  43 Hempstead  Street
CITY:  New London                                                                 STATE:  CT                                              ZIP:  06320

	CURRENT SITE OWNERSHIP:
NAME:  City of New London
ADDRESS:  181 State Street
CITY:  New London                                                                  STATE:  CT                                             ZIP:  06320
PHONE (if known):  860-437-6346
AMOUNT OF DELINQUENT PROPERTY TAXES (if any):  $0
ASSESSED VALUE:  $59,920                                       APPRAISED VALUE:  $85,600
IF PROPERTY OWNED BY APPLICANT, ACQUSITION BY:  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Foreclosure    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Eminent Domain    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Purchase (Price: $75,000)    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
IF OTHER, EXPLAIN:  Note:  Lawrence + Memorial Hospital made a $75,000 donation to the City of New London, in partnership with the Freedomm Trail Neighborhood Association to acquire the property to remediate and develop into a neighborhood park. City Council approved the purchase and agreements have been made. The closing and transfer of the property is imminent.
DATE OF ACQUISITION:  Pending closing date is 26-Jun-2020
IF PROPERTY NOT OWNED BY APPLICANT, DOES APPLICANT ENVISION DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING LEGAL PERMISSION TO ENTER THE PROPERTY TO CONDUCT SITE ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

EXPLAIN: Not Applicable


	IS APPLICANT OR ANY OTHER PARTY UNDER ORDER FROM EPA OR STATE AGENCY TO CONDUCT SITE ASSESSMENT AND/OR CLEANUP?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes (describe below)    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unknown
BRIEFLY DESCRIBE ANY HISTORICAL OR CURRENT INVOLVEMENT/ROLE OF STATE ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY IN ENFORCEMENT AND OVERSIGHT OR FUNDING OF ASSESSMENT/CLEANUP OF CANDIDATE SITE:  Not Applicable


	SITE ZONING:  R-3 (Multi-family Medium Density Residential Zone)                                                 TOTAL ACREAGE OF SITE:  .60 acres  (Map is attachment #1)                   (attach site map, if available)

	BUILDINGS ON SITE                                     

None. Vacant lot   

     
                                                                                             
	SQUARE FOOTAGE                                                                                                     

           

     
                                                                                         
	CONDITION (e.g., usable, partially razed, gutted by fire, etc.)  

     
     
                                                                   


	PAST SITE USES (type of manufacturing, etc.)                                        
Assembly plant/electrical  instrument manufacturing
Dry cleaning facility and other manufacturing
Historic industries - tannery, pickling, umbrella assembly
	APPROXIMATE DATES

1957 - 1988
1926-1962
1845-1925

	PRIOR SITE ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 None    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unknown    FORMCHECKBOX 
 ASTM Phase I (Date Completed: see summary below)

TYPE OF CONTAMINATION:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Petroleum Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hazardous Substances

DESCRIBE CONCLUSIONS OF PRIOR SITE ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES (or attach “conclusion” section of report(s)).  IF REPORTS ARE UNAVAILABLE, IDENTIFY CONSULTANT, CLIENT, AND APPROXIMATE DATE OF STUDY:  Prior site assessments have been performed by independent consultants and include the following:

Phase I ESA - Delta Environmental Consultants - 1997 - Historical Uses (Phase I not available)
Phase II ESA - Delta Environmental Consultants  -  October 2000 - Elevated levels of arsnic in soil.
Suplemental Subsurface Investigation - Delta Environmental Consultants - June 2001 - Additional toxins in soil (lead) 
Remedial Action Plan - Delta Environmental Consultants - January 2002 - Excavation and covering of soil with clean fill

NOTE:  CTBrownfields.gov lists Crescent Communications Manufacturing at 43 Hempstead Street in its Brownfields Inventory as needing extensive remediation before development.  An underground storage tank was also  recently discovered that had not been reported in the 2001 environmental investigation.
Reports and summary attachment 2 env. inv.




	SITE ASSESSMENT NEED:
DESCRIBE SITE ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES BEING REQUESTED AND ESTIMATED COSTS:  Given that the assessments performed in 2000-2001d are outdated and incomplete, based on extensive past industrial use/development the costs are rough estimates.  Paul Burgess LLC, environmental consultant, has visited the site with City and Neighborhood Association representatives to review previous assessments and has provided an updated assessment. 
Estimated Assessment Services: Updated Phase I: $5,000, Phase II: $50,000, Phase III: $10,000 and Remedial ActionPlan- $10,000            
Total Estimate= $75,000




	ANTICIPATED FUTURE USE:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Residential    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Recreational    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Commercial/Retail    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Industrial

DESCRIBE APPLICANT’S PROPOSED REUSE PLAN:  This vacant lot is blighted due to nonuse and needs to be cleaned up and used as green space for the enjoyment of the community. Achieving this vision would certainly represent a quality of life improvement for area residents.  Clean up of this lot will provide welcome green space and use as ball field and safe play area for neighborhood children, and for families to exercise and socialize. The City of New London Plan of Conservation & Development, adopted in October of 2017 states that Open Space and Greenways are an essential element in maintaining the Community Character of New London. New London must maintain and enhance existing open space and explore opportunities to create additional open space.  The contaminated parcel is within a densly-populated, low-moderate income residential neighborhood with racial, ethnic, and economic diversity.  Neighborhood homes have small lots, with little or no yard.  Recreation and development of a neighborhood park will provide the City and its partners with the opportunity to achieve their goals of:

1.  Providing equitable access to safe, healthy, clean spaces for children and their families to exercise, play, garden, and socialize;

2. Remove blight and illicit activity from the neighborhood by beautifying and utilizing the now-vacant lot;

3. Preserving, celebrating, and harnessing the power of the neighborhood's diversity through an inclusive site-planning process;

4. Helping to stabilize a distressed community by encouraging abutting residents to invest in maintaining and updating their homes and properties;

5. Using the redevelopment of the lot as a catalyst to activate a city-wide network to convert abandoned and/or contaminated lots transforming them into community assets accessible to all;

6. Involving and empowering children in a civic participation process as advocates for positive change;

7. Developing a neighborhood focal point for placemaking and to encourage community interaction; and

8. Creating a destination park, in an historic district, for residents of area neighborhoods and the downtown residential properties to have walkable access to. 

DESCRIBE ANY FINANCIAL INCENTIVES PLANNED BYAPPLICANT TO SPUR DEVELOPMENT (tax incentives, etc.):  

The City has partnered with Lawrence + Memorial Hospital (L&M), to secure funding to purchase the site for $75,000 from Shiloh Development Corporation (L&M donnation has been made and approvals are in place for anticipated closing June 26, 2020).  The City of New London has committed $35,000 in Community Development Block Grant Funding from revenue for the recent sale of an Urban Renewal parcel for a replacement fence to enclose the proposed park. The Freedom Trail Neighborhood Association has committed in-kind services for park development, other outside funding acquisition, and community coordination. The property will be city owned so no taxes will be due and the Public Works Department will maintain the park when it is done, along with the many committed neighborhood volunteers. 
DESCRIBE PROPOSED FUNDING SOURCES AND AMOUNTS FOR SITE CLEANUP (EPA program is for site assessment only, no cleanup money is being offered as part of this program):  The Connecticut Office of Brownfield Remediation & Development has authorized $30M for its brownfield program for fiscal year 2020 and an additional $17M for 2021. The tentative schedule for the notice for release of funds is June/July 2020 for the first round. The City of New London is confident with its community interest and support and now thanks to the partnership with the EPA's Environmental Justice and the Targeted Brownfield Assessment Program that we will have a compelling cleanup application for the competitive grants the State of Connecticut will soon award. Estimated cleanup costs for site remediation which may include replacement of soils and site capping, and tank removal is at least $250,000 to $350,000. The City of New London and the Freedom Trail Neighborhood Association will continue to pursue other grant funding for site clean up and development of the neighborhood park from State and Federal, and local foundation sources .  Possible sources may include DEEP, DECD, EPA, CDBG, Community Foundation, Groundwork USA, Frank Loomis Palmer Fund, and other local foundations.


	BRIEFLY DESCRIBE ANY PUBLIC INTEREST AND/OR COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN SITE REUSE PLANNING ACTIVITIES TO DATE:  The Freedom Trail Neighborhood Association has been fully involved and supportive of the project.  The Association has provided a letter of support for the project and will be a significant partner moving forward in the site reuse planning process.  Lawrence + Memorial Hospital has supported the project from the beginning and provided the funding through a donation of $75,000 to the City for the purchase of the property. Please note these two community partner letters are integral in highlighting the importance of this work! (Attachment 3 letters). The project has been presented to the New London Planning and Zoning Commission , as well as the City Council to adopt the plan to acquire the property to develop a neighborhood park.  Each public meeting included a public hearing portion so that members of the public could comment.  The project has been featured in local news articles (The Day - April 2020 and May 2020 - attachment 4 day articles), as well as  other new releases from Lawrence + Memorial Hospital.



	As a result of the Small Business Liability and Brownfields Revitalization Act (Public Law 107-118, 01/11/2002), certain changes were made in the Brownfields program.  Petroleum, controlled substances and mine scarred land are now eligible for funding.  Additionally, certain sites are no longer eligible for funding and other sites may be eligible for funding after EPA makes a “Property Specific Determination for Funding”.  The following questions need to be answered as part of the evaluation process.  

	SITES NOT ELIGIBLE FOR FUNDING:

1. Facilities listed (or proposed for listing) on the National Priorities List.

2. Facilities subject to U.S. EPA unilateral administrative orders, court orders, administrative orders on consent, or judicial consent decrees issued to or entered into by parties under CERCLA.

3. Facilities that are subject to the jurisdiction, custody or control of the United States Government.



	SITES NOT ELIGIBLE FOR FUNDING WITHOUT A PROPERTY SPECIFIC DETERMINATION:

Please answer the following questions to the best of your knowledge:

1. Is your site/facility subject to an ongoing U.S. EPA CERCLA removal action?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES   FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

2. Is your site/facility subject to an unilateral administrative order, court order, administrative order on consent or judicial consent decree or to which a permit has been issued by the United States or an authorized state under the Solid Waste Disposal Act (as amended by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)), the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (FWPCA), the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA), or the Safe Drinking Water Act (SWDA)?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

3. Is your site/facility subject to U.S. EPA corrective action orders under RCRA (sections 3004(u) or 3008(h)) and to which a corrective action permit or order has been issued or modified to require the implementation of corrective measures?               FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
4. Is your site/facility a land disposal unit that has filed a closure notification under subtitle C of RCRA and to which closure requirements have been specified in a closure plan or permit?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

5. Has your site/facility had a release of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) that is subject to remediation under TSCA?               FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

6. Has your site/facility received funding for remediation from the Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Trust Fund?             FORMCHECKBOX 
YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

Note: If you have answered Yes to any of these questions, you will need to prepare a “property specific determination”.

Please contact Alan Peterson at the email address or phone number below for further information.

	PETROLEUM ONLY SITES:
Please answer the following questions to the best of your knowledge:

1. Please perform a title search and list all of the former owners of the site:  June of 2020, City of New London; 1998-2020, SHILOH Development  Corporation; 1988-1998, Crescent Communications; 1961-1988, Also Enterprise; 1957-1961 Sheriff and Shifren; 1942-1957, CTM Laundry; 1940-1942 Savings Bank of New London; 19  1935-1940, CTM Laundry; 1925-1935, Fournier Laundry; ?- 1925 Fabricant & Shifren. 
2. Did any of the former owners cause/contribute to the contamination at the site?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO 

Please List:  Earlier owners of the property from 1925-1998 likely contributed to the contamination at the site, in particular the previous laundry/dry cleaning facility and its use of petroleum-based cleaning chemicals  Crescent Communications, an electrical instrument manufacturer and owner of the property from 1961 to 1988 was a likely contributer, as well. Shiloh Development Corp. purchased the site in 1998, performed a limited assessment and demolished buildings with the intention of providing open space as well as parking but did not have the capacity to remediated known hazards. The site has remained vacant and now is blighted due to non use and neglet. 
3. Are any of the former owners financially able to conduct the site assessment?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO



	SUBMIT COMPLETED FORMS TO: 

Alan Peterson - Targeted Brownfields Assessment Program Lead

US Environmental Protection Agency - New England Region

5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 (OSRR07-2)

Boston, MA 02109-3912
Phone: (617) 918-1022
Email:  peterson.alan@epa.gov 
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