
8.1 Hold a Sustainability Event  

The Durham Farmers’ Market has been running for over a decade on our beautiful and 

centrally-located Town Green. In recent years’ attendance has declined, and in 2018, the 

participating vendor list had reached an all-time low at about 6 vendors. In March of 2019, the 

Director of Recreation made a recommendation to the First Selectman to consider a new 

Farmers’ Market Master. A meeting was held between the previous Market Master, the First 

Selectman, and several other Market stakeholders who selected Jon Scagnelli to assume Market 

Master responsibilities.  

During the 18 months under this new leadership, the Durham Farmers’ Market outreach 

has been significantly expanded. There are full-season vendors as well as guest vendors from 

throughout CT. Average weekly vendor participation is at 27. The new Market Master is always 

looking to expand our diversity of vendors. A list of many of the vendors, crafters, and food 

trucks that have made their appearance at the Durham Farmers’ Market is posted below, and 

there are a dozens of others who have participated in this event. In addition, local non-profit 

organizations attend the Market and provide important information about projects and services 

available to residents. 

This collaboration of record numbers of growers, crafters, food trucks, and non-profits 

offers a way for all communities of the state of Connecticut to experience Connecticut grown 

and Connecticut locally-managed small business and services. Some vendors travel from as far 

as Norwalk to be a part of this event. The Durham Farmers’ Market hosts several food truck 

vendors and musicians from all around the state. With the various genres of food, local 

musicians, and all around welcoming feel, attendance has increased dramatically. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                           Facebook Statistics from September 2020 

                      

                                          

The Durham Farmers’ Market is now broadcasted through several digital media and local 

paper outlets including Facebook, CT Visit, and the local, free newspaper, the Town Times. This 

increased awareness and interest has pushed the Durham Farmers’ Market to one of the most 

popular Farmers Markets in the State.  

CT Visit https://www.ctvisit.com/events 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/durhamfarmersmarket  

Town of Durham Webpage https://www.townofdurhamct.org/farmers-market 

The Patch https://patch.com/connecticut/durham/durham-farmers-market-vendors-hours-operation 

News Channel 3 https://www.wfsb.com/news/durham-farmers-market-adjusting-amid-coronavirus-
pandemic/article_5132aa1c-8710-11ea-8f85-23a884f3aa25.html 

Department of Agriculture https://portal.ct.gov/DOAG/ADaRC/Publications/Farmers-Markets 

Best Farmers Market https://bestfarmersmarkets.org/place/durham-farmers-market-durham-ct.html 

 

Market rules and regulation reforming how the Market was to be conducted were also 

implemented. Vendors are now expected to attend if they are scheduled, rain or shine, and to stay 

set up until the Market close time. All vendors remain obligated to be insured. Farm vendors 
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must be certified by the State Department of Agriculture. All changes were brought to the Board 

of Selectman for approval. 

BOS Approval of Farmers Market Rules & Regulations 9/14 

Farmers Market Rules and Regs BOS_approved 

Parking was also improved by coordinating with the Durham Fair Association, moving 

vendor parking off of the side of the Green and onto Durham Fair property, leaving close 

proximity parking available for those with mobility concerns, and families with small children. 

Overflow parking was negotiated with nearby United Churches of Durham. 

 

Other activities were also interwoven into the Farmers Market. “These are things that 

bring fun and excitement to our Farmers Market, they are a great community builder, and help 

raise the sales of our vendors.” J. Scagnelli. 

 

 “Story Time” – a collaboration with the Durham Public Library for children to 

participate in a storybook reading on the Green each week. 

 “Durham Fair Tribute” – due to COVID restrictions, the state-wide known 

Durham Fair was cancelled, so as tribute, and in collaboration with the Durham 

https://www.townofdurhamct.org/filestorage/28562/28826/28862/56259/09-14-20_Minutes_BOS.pdf
https://www.townofdurhamct.org/filestorage/27554/27674/09-14-2020_farmers_market_rules_and_regs_BOS_approved.pdf


Fair Association, were set up on the green the week of 9/24 to sell souvenirs in 

order to recoup revenues lost from Durham Fair sales  

 DMIAAB – selling composters at half price (made possible by a state grant) to 

Durham and Middlefield residents 

 Pie Eating Contest – gift certificates could be won by anyone willing to do some 

pie eating! 

 “Hero’s’ Day” – In remembrance of all those who serve and have served, specific 

patriotic vendors and service personnel were invited to the market 

 Farmers Market Passport – Winner received tickets to 100th Anniversary of 

Durham Fair 

 Local Non-Profits – The Farmers’ Market invites local non-profit organizations to 

set up informational booths, providing outreach about many important and 

ongoing Durham activities.  

 

Non-Profit Organizations 

Dog Star Rescue 

Oaxacha Street Children 

US Army Recruitment of Middletown 

Durham Fair Association 

CRHS 

Durham-Middlefield Girl Scouts 

Durham-Middlefield Youth and Family Services 

DMIAAB 

Donations for Durham Food Pantry 

Pollinator Pathways 

Cub Scout Pack 27 

 

 

 

 

 



DURHAM FARMERS’ MARKET VENDOR (SHORT LIST) 

 

 

 

Who What Where

Dondero Orchards
A family run farm that offers CSAs, Pick Your Own Fruit/Vegetables, Farm 

Dinners, a Bakery, Greenhouse and more.
Glastonbury

Forest City Farms
Small local farm producing organically grown food.  On the farm we grow a wide 

variety of heirloom produce and culinary herbs.
Middletown

Starlight Gardens

We are a USDA Certified Organic farm located in the heart of historic Durham, CT 

that has been operating since 1999 making organic produce available to all those 

who seek it 12 months of the year.

Durham

Hockmatock Farms
Small, sustainable, family farm that produces maple syrup, vegetables and 

flowers.
Westbrook

Silver Thistle Farms Produce both Fresh and Aged Cow and Goat Cheeses. Lyme

Meadow Walk Farm Unique blends of jams. Cheshire

Three Dog Farm
Three Dog Farm is a local farm producing chicken, duck, quail, and turkey eggs, 

breads, candles, flowers, and more!
Middletown

Chatfield Hollow Farm

Breads or Chatfield Hollow shiitake and oyster mushrooms, which are grown 

herbicide- and pesticide-free and collected off sustainably harvested logs in 

nearby Killingworth.

Killingworth

Sweet Sage Bakery

Handcrafted artisan breads from the finest flours locally available. Other baked 

goods include a variety of fruit scones, muffins,  morning glory (similar to carrot 

cake), and rich and decadent bars.

Rockfall

Al's Kettle Corn Al, a local EMT, makes deliciously sweet kettle corn Durham

Humble Bee Honey

 We harvest the sweetest honey and freshest pollen seasonally. Our lotions, 

creams, lip and hand balms are made with the finest ingredients and created in 

our kitchen. 

Watertown

Passionately Pasta
In-house ground flour, artisanal made pasta, handmade with local ingredients and 

love
Wallingford

Chet's Italian Ice Our Ices are made in small batches the old fashioned way. New Britain

Mostly Nuts

Healthy blends of nuts, seeds and spices.  Each flavor is nutritious and convenient 

to mix into your favorite recipes or to eat as-is. Mostly Nuts is committed to eco-

friendly processes and packaging. 

Northford

Papa Spyro's Olive Oil

The Koroneiki olives that comprise Papa Spyros Olive Oil originate from trees that 

have been harvested by the Giannopoulos family for over five generations. Grown 

in Makrisia, a small  town in the western region of Peloponnesus, these luxuriant 

aomatic olives are presented to you in the first cold press of Papa Spyros Olive Oil

Chester

MJ Custom Jewelry
MJ jewelry selection for the very best in unique or custom, handmade pieces from 

our jewelry shops.
Higganum

Ungardening Native Plants Ecotypical native plants and yard-scale restoration gardening Durham

Franks Mobile Wood Fired 

Pizza

Our handmade, tossed Napolitano-style pizzas, calzones, and breads, are baked in 

our artisan wood-fired oven. We offer high-quality –  competitively priced – locally 

grown and prepared fresh food.

Madison

Pan De Oro Non-GMO, Gluten Free, Organic, made in Hartford! Hartford

DMYFS

The mission of Durham Middlefield Youth & Family Services is to provide 

programs and resources to empower children and families to make positive 

choices for a healthy community.

Middlefield

Auntie Arwin's Spices
Auntie Arwen's Spice Blends is a small home based business bringing you the 

freshest quality in ingredients, with a wide range of flavor blends to suit any palet.
Haddam

The Tasty Emponada

The Tasty Empanada is a farm to fork fresh, latino grub hub serving the Northwest 

Connecticut area through Hartford (Thomaston, Litchfield, Middletown, Hartford) 

Starting with our fresh Costa Rican style Empanadas, we also offer many other 

Latino inspired dishes.

Watertown

G-Monkey Food Truck GMONKEY is the Nation's First Vegetarian, Eco-Friendly Food Truck. Durham

Lobster Tails
They also offer hot and cold lobster rolls, clam strips, hot dogs, fries, poutine, fried 

pickles, and more.
Wallingford



Sept 6, 2018 

 

Sept 24, 2020 

 



 

             The Durham Farmers Market will also now be held during winter months to 

continue support of local businesses and to provide market goers with freshly made produce and 

baked goods during non-peak New England growing season. These markets are held at the 

Durham Activity Center. 

 

Durham Farmers’ Market Sponsors: Renewal By Anderson, Asbestos People 

 


