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Virginia D. Walton

From: Robert L. Miller

Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2019 10:05 AM

To: Virginia D. Walton

Subject: RE: Mansfield Food Recovery  7-9-19 Meeting with EHHD

Thanks, Ginny. 

 

Keep up the good work! 

 

Rob 

Robert L. Miller, MPH, RS 

Director of Health 

Eastern Highlands Health District 

4 South Eagleville Road 

Storrs, CT 06268 

860-429-3325 

860-429-3321 (Fax) 

Twitter: @RobMillerMPH 

www.ehhd.org 

 
 

Preventing Illness and Promoting Wellness in the Communities We Serve 
 

 

 

From: Virginia D. Walton  

Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2019 9:58 AM 

To: Robert L. Miller <MillerRL@ehhd.org> 

Subject: Mansfield Food Recovery 7-9-19 Meeting with EHHD 

 

Rob, 



2

I am sending this to summarize what we discussed when we met today to review Mansfield’s food scrap composting programs. As you know, the three 

elementary schools and middle school compost food scraps from their cafeterias and food prep areas. Each school has a compost bin, where the custodial staff 

empties the scraps daily out of designated yellow barrels from the kitchen prep area and cafeteria into the compost bin and covers the food additions with wood 

chips, wood shavings or leaves. I help manage the school compost process by mixing the compost material weekly, keeping a supply of bulking material by the 

compost bins, pulling out stray plastic, moving compost, screening finished compost and making it available to residents and the school. 

 

In 2015 Connecticut DEEP approved a demonstration project expanding the Mansfield transfer station leaf compost pile to accommodate food scraps from 

residents, schools and town sponsored functions. At the time of the application, we estimated that the transfer station leaf composting operation could 

accommodate 22 tons of food scraps per year to achieve a 30/1 carbon to nitrogen ratio. In practice the actual amount of food scraps has been significantly 

lower at around 2-3 tons per year. Last year, the DEEP agreed that the program could continue because the volume of material accepted is minimal and below 

the threshold of their concern. During the demonstration project, some of the schools partially finished compost was moved to the transfer station leaf pile 

where it completed the composting process. Food scraps collected from the Mansfield Celebrate Festival and other town low waste events were incorporated 

into the leaf pile as well.  We intend to continue these practices. 

 

Going forward, the Mansfield Solid Waste Advisory Committee is working on simplifying the town’s guidance for low waste events and gatherings. Since its 

circulation to town employees March 16, 2017, it has not been widely used. We want to address this by offering specific steps needed to set up a low waste 

event that includes composting. When we have a draft revision of the guidance, we will ask for Eastern Highland Health District’s review. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the Town’s composting activities. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Virginia Walton 

Mansfield Recycling Coordinator 

4 South Eagleville Road 

Storrs, CT 06268 

860-429-3333 

 


