
6.5 Develop a Municipal Energy Plan 
 
1. Adopt an Energy Use Reduction Pledge - The Town of Fairfield adopted an 
energy use reduction pledge through its participation in the Clean Energy 
Communities program. See Municipal Pledge at: 
http://www.fairfieldct.org/filestorage/10736/12858/17526/19132/66116/66120
/Attachment_1_-_fairfield_pledge(1).pdf. 
 
2. Develop an Energy Plan - The Town, through the Depart of Public Works and the 
Sustainable Fairfield Task Force (then known as the Fairfield Clean Energy Task 
Force), worked with representatives of United Illuminating and the Connecticut 
Green Bank to develop a Municipal Energy Plan. By way of summary, the Energy 
Plan addresses several major policies and actions including Energy Efficiency in 
Buildings and Facilities; Clean Energy Generation; Vehicles, Transportation and 
Outdoor Engines; Energy Efficient Product Purchasing and Procurement and Energy 
Planning, Implementation and Financing.  It also examines following regional 
initiatives including Building Standards; Building Project Cost Analysis (Life Cycle 
Analysis) and Use of Alternative Fuel Vehicles in Town. See the Town of Fairfield 
Clean Energy Action Plan at: 
http://www.fairfieldct.org/filestorage/10736/12858/17526/19132/66116/66120
/Fairfield_CEAP_February_2014.pdf 
 
3. Adopt the Plan Through a Municipal Process  - The development of a 
Municipal Energy Plan was a requirement of the aforementioned Municipal Pledge 
for the Clean Energy Communities program that was signed by First Selectmen Mike 
Tetreau on behalf of the Town. Fairfield joined the original version of the Clean 
Energy Communities program through a resolution passed by the Representative 
Town Meeting in 2004 and adopted by the Board of Selectmen in 2005. (Minutes of 
both of these meetings pre-date the archived material available on the town 
website). 
 
Subsequently, the town has prepared modules on certain topics, (others are in 
progress) as part of its first ever Sustainability Plan.  
https://www.fairfieldct.org/filestorage/10736/12858/17526/19132/66116/6611
8/Sustainability_Plan.pdf. The Renewable Energy module provides a link for more 
information to the Municipal Energy Plan. The SFTF presented the Sustainability 
Plan to the Board of Selectmen, which unanimously voted to support the Plan at 
their meeting of February 21, 2018. 
http://www.fairfieldct.org/filestorage/79/125/61964/minutes_02-21-
2018_final.pdf. As further evidence of the Town’s official support of the Energy and 
Sustainability Plans, both are maintained as linked documents on the town’s 
website.  
 
4. Preliminary Evaluation and Next Steps - The Town has achieved many of the 
ambitious goals established by the Energy Plan including the installation of 27 
additional solar PV systems on municipal buildings as well as several more for 
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which ZRECS have been awarded; development of the State’s first municipal 
microgrid serving police and fire headquarters, the emergency communications 
center a cell phone tower and Operation Hope Homeless Shelter; comprehensive 
energy efficiency upgrades at numerous town buildings; and construction of large 
solar carports at Fairfield Ludlowe and Fairfield Warde High Schools. Although the 
Town did not make significant progress with respect to establishing a protocol to 
replace town vehicles with the high fuel efficient vehicles in that class, it did obtain 
its first electric vehicle for the town fleet and established a robust EV charging 
infrastructure in the Town. 
 
The Sustainable Fairfield Task Force plans to perform a complete evaluation of the 
original Energy Plan and draft an updated version in 2019 that will be presented to 
Town officials for formal adoption.  
 


