
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our favorite websites: 
 
Sustainable CT     
www.sustainablect.org 
 
Energize Connecticut 
www.energizect.com 
 
Connecticut Green Bank   
www.ctgreenbank.com 
 
Connecticut Fund for the 
Environment/Save the 
Sound 
www.ctenvironment.org 
 
US Green Building Council 
 www.usgbc.org 
 
CT Dept. of Energy and 
Environmental Protection  
www.ct.gov.deep 
 
 

Guilford CT BYO 
Bag Ordinance 
www.byoguilford.org  
 
Sierra Club 
www.sierraclub.org/ 
sierra/green-life 
 
NYT climate change 
www.nytimes.com/ 
newsletters/climate- 
change 
 
CT Organic Farming 
www.ctnofa.org 
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Photos from the March 2019 Public Information Meeting to introduce Sustainable Guilford Task Force 
and Proposed Ordinance to Ban Single‐Use Plastic Bags at Point of Check‐Out 
 
 
 

 

Students making reusable shopping bags from t‐shirts. 



Photos from the March 2019 Public Information Meeting to introduce Sustainable Guilford Task Force 
and Proposed Ordinance to Ban Single‐Use Plastic Bags at Point of Check‐Out 
 
 
 

Middle school students talk to attendees about their art made from plastic trash.
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Photos from the March 2019 Public Information Meeting to introduce Sustainable Guilford Task Force 
and Proposed Ordinance to Ban Single‐Use Plastic Bags at Point of Check‐Out 
 
 
 
SGTF Co‐Chair Terri Cain fields questions from the crowd. 

 

Bag‐making craft was a very popular activity at the public meeting.  



Photos from the March 2019 Public Information Meeting to introduce Sustainable Guilford Task Force 
and Proposed Ordinance to Ban Single‐Use Plastic Bags at Point of Check‐Out 
 
 
 

 

Above average attendance for a Public Information Meeting. All seats filled! 
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and Proposed Ordinance to Ban Single‐Use Plastic Bags at Point of Check‐Out 
 
 
 

 

Handing over the microphone to the Baldwin Middle School Geo Team. 



Photos from the March 2019 Public Information Meeting to introduce Sustainable Guilford Task Force 
and Proposed Ordinance to Ban Single‐Use Plastic Bags at Point of Check‐Out 
 
 
 

 

First Selectman Matt Hoey at the children’s craft table with GHS student and member of SGTF Lily 

Mackay 



Sustainable Guilford Task Force 
 

 

Resilient History.  Sustainable Future.  Community since 1639 

 

What you can do to help sustain our planet 
 
Bring your own bags to the market. Sounds obvious, right? Well, in an 

average year, U.S. households use about 100 billion plastic bags, 99 percent of 

which are never recycled.  

Think local food. Your last meal may have traveled 1,500 miles to get to your 

table. Find food near you. Green markets, farm stands, and conscientious 

supermarkets all offer locally grown produce.  

Buy green power from your utility. In many states, you can opt to purchase 

renewable energy.  Visit the Green Power Network’s U.S. map at 

eere.energy.gov/greenpower  

Stop buying bottled water-Use a water-filter pitcher and carry your 

own water bottle. Bottled water isn’t necessarily cleaner than tap water. Get 

a water-filter pitcher or an in-sink faucet filter.  

Eat less red meat.  Meat production―especially in mass-produced beef―is 

extremely resource-intensive. It can take seven or more pounds of grain to 

produce one pound of beef, and livestock consumes 70 percent of America’s 

grain. Eat less of it and choose pasture-fed, sustainably raised beef whenever 

you can.  

Reuse everything. Think twice before throwing anything out. Resealable 

plastic bags that held carrots today can hold crayons tomorrow.  

Go Nontoxic at Home.  Indoor air can be up to ten times more polluted 

than outdoor air, due to the toxic chemicals often found in conventional 

cleaners and other products.  When you choose eco-friendly, less-toxic 

cleaning products, detergents, fragrances, candles, body care, and more, 

you keep your indoor air cleaner and make your home healthier. 

Curtail junk mail.  It takes some legwork, but in the end, you’ll save trees, 

water, and emissions, too.  

(Above ideas from Green America @ www.greenamerica.org and Real Simple, “25 Easy ways to save the planet” by  

Victoria Scanlan Stefanakos @ www.realsimple.com/home-organizing/green-living/planet-friendly-tips) 

 

http://eere.energy.gov/greenpower
http://eere.energy.gov/greenpower
https://www.greenamerica.org/waystocleangreen
https://www.greenamerica.org/waystocleangreen
https://www.greenamerica.org/waystocleangreen
https://www.greenamerica.org/waystocleangreen
https://www.greenamerica.org/toxiccandles
https://www.greenamerica.org/toxiccandles
https://www.greenamerica.org/avoid-toxic-personal-care-products
https://www.greenamerica.org/avoid-toxic-personal-care-products
https://www.greenamerica.org/heal-your-home
https://www.greenamerica.org/heal-your-home
http://www.realsimple.com/home-organizing/green-living/planet-friendly-tips
http://www.realsimple.com/home-organizing/green-living/planet-friendly-tips


Sustainable CT Action Benefits (visit sustainablect.org) 

In addition to the overall benefits of participating in Sustainable CT, every Sustainable CT 
action can produce multiple community benefits, depicted by the following icons: 

                  
 
Environmental Impacts 

Cleaner air and water, and enhanced preservation of land and natural 
resources.  
 

                                             

Greenhouse Gas Reductions 

Reduced greenhouse gas emissions 
 

                                             

Health and Wellness 

Optimal health and wellness for all residents 
                                                 
 

 
 Cost Savings 
 Cost savings to your municipal budget and operations. 
                                    
 
 
                                                

Economic Well-Being 
Stability and growth for local businesses, and job retention and creation. 
 
 

                                                

Climate Resilience 

Improved ability of your community to anticipate, adapt and flourish in the face 
of disruption. 
 
 
                     

Community Building 
Enhanced connection of your residents to your local community, engaged 
partnership to improve your community, and enhanced resident awareness. 
 

 Equity  New, improved, and valued relationships between different 

members of your community. More inclusive decision-making and improved 
access to services and sharing of benefits with all residents - current and future 
- regardless of race, income, ability, age, gender, sexual orientation, etc. 

https://sustainablect.org/actions-certifications/why-participate/
https://sustainablect.org/actions-certifications/why-participate/
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Article Published April 2, 2019
Guilford Task Force Presents Plastic Bag Ban
Zoe Roos, Staff Writer 

The issue of plastic pollution has garnered global attention and while the issue might seem vast and
daunting, Guilford is looking to help address the issue in its own small way: a ban on single-use plastic bags
at the point of checkout.

On March 27, the Sustainable Guilford Task Force held a public information session to discuss work done to
date by the task force and the proposed single-use plastic bag ban ordinance. Task force co-chair Terri Cain
said the proposed Guilford ban is a hybrid of what the task force has seen work well in other parts of the
state.

“The most efficient way to do this is to change peoples’ habits,” she said. “The only way to change peoples
habits is to ban plastic bags outright. That is the only way it has worked, but you have to take one more step.
In addition to banning plastic outright, we must put a fee on paper bags. If we do not put a fee on paper bags,
then people will just start using paper bags. That’s not going to get rid of the problem of single-use waste or
the carbon footprint.”

The ordinance, as proposed, would eliminate all single-use plastic bags at the point of checkout. The
ordinance would allow businesses to phase out plastic bags over a six-month period, allowing owners to
work through plastic bags they may have already purchased. In addition, a 10 cent fee would be placed on
paper bags to encourage people to switch to reusable bags and not just flip from plastic to paper.

“We want to encourage everyone to just bring your own bag,” she said. “It’s pretty simple. It’s a habit.”

To date, eight municipalities in the state have passed bans and another 17 cities and towns are currently
considering single-use plastic bag bans. In Hartford, the General Assembly Environment Committee recently
passed a bill out of committee that would ban single-use plastic bags statewide, but Cain said the state bill
has too many loopholes.

“It’s a state bill banning plastic bags, but the problem is that it does not place a fee on paper bags, so that
needs to be changed,” she said. “The other problem is it is limited to large stores only of 10,000 square feet
or more. The state bill that has passed out of committee really isn’t going to solve the problem.”

The task force has been working closely with other groups in town on this ordinance, including the Guilford
High School Environmental Club. Club President GHS junior Charlotte Wiley spoke about the dangers of
plastics at the public information meeting and referenced a startling statistic recently put forward by the
World Economic Forum.

“They had a study that found the amount of plastic will outweigh the amount of fish in our oceans by the
year 2050,” she said. “When we think of oceans, we want to think of extraordinary and diverse marine life,
of pristine beaches…In just 31 short years, do we really want our oceans to be known for floating masses of
garbage?”

She said the average person uses a plastic bag for only 12 minutes, but that bag will live for centuries in the
ocean, harming animals and humans.

“The reason we are here tonight and the reason we are fighting to pass Guilford’s ordinance banning single-
use plastic bags is to save our Sound, save our seas, and to save our earth for every generation after us,” she
said.

https://www.zip06.com/apps/pbcs.dll/personalia?ID=z.roos
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The proposed ban bag is part of Guilford’s broader initiative to be a certified Sustainable CT town.
Sustainable CT is voluntary certification program open to all municipalities and which aims to help towns
build their local economies while protecting their natural resources.

According to the program mission statement, the goal is to “provide municipalities with a menu of
coordinated, voluntary actions to continually become more sustainable; to provide resources and tools to
assist municipalities in implementing sustainability actions and advancing their programs for the benefit of
all residents; and to certify and recognize municipalities for their ongoing sustainability achievements.”

There was no vote taken on the ordinance at the meeting and was considered informational only. A public
hearing will be needed to vote on the ordinance, but First Selectmen Matt Hoey said he wanted to give the
public time to learn about the ordinance before it went to a vote.

“It’s time for us to start moving this along, so that is why I asked this task force to pull together this
information session,” he said. “One of things I have learned over the years is that you don’t force anything
down peoples’ throats. You give people the opportunity to learn and participate in the process but also to
make informed decisions.”

Visit the town website at www.ci.guilford.ct.us for more information on the task force and public hearing
information.



 

 

SUSTAINABLE GUILFORD TASK FORCE 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27, 2019 
7:30 PM – COMMUNITY CENTER 

 
Present: Task Force Members: Terri Cain; Julie Paquette; Robin Campot; Lily Mackey; 

 John Muro; Howard Brown; Mark Allegrini 

Others:    Sally Berezowskyj, Recording Secretary 

 

Chair Terri Cain opened the meeting at 7:36 pm. 

 

1. Welcome 

First Selectman, Matt Hoey made opening remarks.  He thanked the task force for its work 

and on this event.  He also thanked the students from Baldwin Middle School for their 

display and wished them luck in their GEO Challenge on Friday. 

 

Mr. Hoey stated that this session was created for you, the public.   

 

Terri Cain introduced the Task Force Members, the BYO Guilford Members and the GHS 

Environmental Club. 

 

2. Introduction to Sustainable CT 

Mark Allegrini, Co-chair of the Sustainable Guilford Task Force gave an overview of the 

Sustainable CT initiative and his role on both Sustainable CT and the Guilford Sustainable 

Task Force. 

 

3. Plastics in Our Oceans and Long Island Sound 

Charlotte Wiley, President of the GHS Environmental Club spoke next.  Charlotte gave 

statistics on plastic bag waste and a view into our future should we remain on the current 

course.  Her emphasis was on the impact of ONE plastic bag.  Micro plastics ingested by 

wildlife get passed down the food chain.  The average use of a plastic bag is 12 minutes, 

however it lasts forever. 

 

4. Baldwin Middle School Geo Challenge 

Students of the Baldwin Middle School spoke on the effects of plastics on wildlife.  These 

students are participating in a GEO Challenge sponsored by National Geographic. 

 

  



 

 

5. Ordinances and State Happenings 

Co-Chair of the Sustainable Guilford Task Force, Terri Cain spoke on what was happening 

around out state regarding the single use point of checkout plastic bag bans.  Our ordinance 

is being created as a hybrid of Greenwich and other ordinances.  Westport which has been in 

place for more than a decade and we are learning from their experiences.  Terri spoke of the 

BYO CT coalition working with the state on their bill.  Terri listed the CT towns who have 

put an ordinance in place and the 17 Towns that are in process.  Terri additionally spoke of 

the active movement within the state to ban single use plastic bags at the point of checkout.  

This is designed to change people’s habits.  A. $0.10 fee for paper bags is included for those 

who forget their reusable bags.  This fee is intended to defer the cost of paper bags by the 

merchants.  The ordinance includes a 6 month phase-in designed to allow merchants to 

deplete any existing plastic bag inventory. 

 

A state bill has passed out of committee for the ban on single use plastic bags at the point of 

checkout, does not include a fee on paper bags and only imposes on stores of 10K square 

feet or more. 

 

Several merchants in Guilford are phasing out single use plastic bags at point of checkout 

like BiyY, Bishops and Page Hardware.  The Task Force believes we need to speed up the 

progress.   

 

Governor Lamont has proposed a $0.10 tax on single use plastic bags at the point of 

checkout.  This just will not work. 

 

6. Q&A 
 

Q: Can this ordinance include the use of plastic straws and other single use plastics? 

A: Not within this ordinance at this time. 

 

Q: Do 10K square foot stores exist in Guilford. 

A: The proposed ordinance includes all merchants. 

 

Q: Would like to see this initiative grow to address other single user plastics 

A: Agree that that needs to be addressed, but separately. 

 

Q: What is the timeline for this ordinance? 

A: The BOS will meet to determine if they agree on the ordinance.  Then a public hearing 

date is set at which time a vote is taken.  We are looking at a month or two down the road. 

 

Q: Has branding of Guilford been considered for positive sustainable efforts been 

considered? 



 

 

A: That is one of the goals of the Guilford Sustainable Task Force.  Sustainable CT 

certification draws publicity and will have a positive impact on the town. 

 

  



 

 

Q: Is there any local opposition to this ordinance 

A: None to date. 

 

Q: Feel it is important to identify education programs for students on reuse alternatives to 

single use plastics.  The children will be driving the direction of our future. 

A: Charlotte Violette added that research has been done on biodegradable utensils resulting 

in a greater carbon footprint to manufacture such items. 

 

Q: What is the State vs. Town relationship on the ban of single use plastic bags at the point 

of checkout? 

A: One does not negate the other.  The ban has been written in a State bill that the State law 

will not supersede the Towns who have already passed an ordinance. 

  

Q: What about the use of cornstarch products? 

A: These too result in a greater carbon footprint to manufacture such items. 

 

Q: Does this ordinance affect Merchants only or does it apply to other sales such as fairs? 

A: It includes all Town point of checkout sales. 

 

Q: Concern was raised on the impact on this change with the merchant’s relationship with 

customers. 

 

Q: Is there a dimension on the paper bags that will be charged a fee on? 

Q: Can a merchant opt not to charge a fee? 

Q: Currently the garbage at the transfer station needs to be bagged.  Who will be addressing 

a change to that process with the ordinance?  

A: These will all have to be looked at. 

 

Q: What’s the turnaround time for the Town to adopt this ordinance? 

A: The BOS will meet to hear the ordinance the 2
nd

 meeting in April.  At that time a public 

hearing date will be scheduled which is followed by a vote.  Approximately another 30 days 

until the ordinance is law. 

 

Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Sally J. Berezowskyj 

Sally J. Berezowskyj 

Recording Secretary 


