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Guilford closes $11.4M land deal
Susan Misur Register Staff  Published 12:00 am EDT, Wednesday, August 26, 2009
GUILFORD -- The closing of the East River Preserve purchase today will add 624 acres to the 16,000 acres of

protected open space in town, officials said.

Members of the Goss family, which has owned the property since the 1920s, will transfer ownership of the

property to the town in an early-morning closing on the purchase, which has been in the works for four

years.

The town borrowed $11.4 million at 0.55 percent for

one year to buy the property, the lowest the town has

received on a note in more than 30 years. Officials had

expected interest to be about 4 percent, First

Selectman Carl Balestracci said.

The town will save more than $400,000 in interest, and is receiving a $3 million federal grant, he added. Bonds

will be issued in August 2010 to permanently finance the notes.

Gary MacElhiney, chairman of the Land Acquisition Commission and the endorsed Democratic candidate for first

selectman, helped move the deal and said he is "ecstatic" about the closing. "It's just an incredibly beautiful piece

of land that is just very important to preserve," he said.

But some question whether it was the right time and the right amount of land to buy.

Ted Zuse, a school board member who is challenging MacElhiney for the Democratic nomination, said he had

hoped a developer would buy the property to build homes on a piece of the land, saving the rest as open space.

The Goss family had considered selling to a developer who would build 125 homes and save part of it as open

space.

"Think about all the taxes you'd get from those homes," said Zuse. "Why pay for something you should have

gotten for free?" he asked.

Zuse said he feels the town has too much open space and needs to build on some of it to maintain economic

development.

The town has 14,000 acres of developed land, and of the 16,000 acres of open space, 7,000 are "uncommitted"

and can be developed, according to Kevin Magee, the town environmental planner.

But while the town would have received taxes on homes built on the property, there would be heavy costs to

Guilford, too, Balestracci said, including more roads, police and public works employees.

"Those are costs there that go on forever, and you lose the open space," Balestracci said Tuesday.

He said buying the Goss property will protect not only the environment but also town history.

"There's an old sawmill with a water wheel and dam still there and Guilford's only cranberry bog is located on the

property. The Foote family cemetery is there, and (abolitionist and author) Harriet Beecher Stowe's mother is



4/18/2019 Guilford closes $11.4M land deal - New Haven Register

https://www.nhregister.com/news/article/Guilford-closes-11-4M-land-deal-11634137.php 2/3

buried there," Balestracci said.

George Goss, a joint owner of the 624 acres with three siblings, said preserving the property as open space is just

what his grandmother and the land's original owner, Estelle Farrel Goss, would have wanted.

"She would be thrilled with the preservation of this land, which is so close to her heart," Goss said Tuesday. "I

think she assumed we'd try to protect the land as much as we could."

Susan Misur can be reached at smisur@nhregister.com or 789-5742.
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