
Unit 1: A Watershed In Balance 
 Volunteer Assessment 

1. River basin systems/watersheds are separated from one another 
by: 
 ◦ River banks 
 ◦ Headwaters 
 ◦ Basin boundaries (highlands) 
   
2. The flat land beside a river, brook or stream is called: 
 ◦ Floodplain 
 ◦ Marsh 
 ◦ River banks 
   
3. The mouth of a river is: 
 ◦ The beginning of the river 
 ◦ The end of a river where it empties into a larger body of water 
 ◦ The path of the river 
   
4. The water cycle includes: 
 ◦ Transpiration 
 ◦ Respiration 
 ◦ Transportation 

5. Developed land (such as shopping centers or parking lots) is not 
part of the river basin system/watershed. 
 ◦ True 
 ◦ False 
   
6. The marsh, the riffles and the deep pool are habitats within a river 
basin system/watershed. 
 ◦ True 
 ◦ False 
   
7. Flowing water creates habitats by 
 ◦ Erosion 
 ◦ Sorting Soil 
 ◦ Deposition 
 ◦ All of the above 
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8. What makes a river stop carrying soil and deposit it? 
 ◦ Erosion 
 ◦ Loss of energy 
 ◦ Sorting 
   
9. How does a river sort soil? 
 ◦ By the size of the soil (large soil deposited first) 
 ◦ By the weight of the soil (heavy soil deposited first) 
 ◦ At random 
   
10. Some habitats created by the work of the river are: 
 ◦ Marshes 
 ◦ Riffles 
 ◦ Deep pools 
 ◦ All of the above 
   
11. The 4 basic needs of any organism are: 
 ◦ Food, protection, sunlight, water 
 ◦ Nitrogen, oxygen, hydrogen, carbon 
 ◦ Food, protection, air (oxygen), water 
   
12. The different soils deposited in an area of the river basin 
system/watershed help determine the type of habitat that is formed. 
 ◦ True 
 ◦ False 
   
13. The marsh is characterized by: 
 ◦ Slow flowing water 
 ◦ Muddy river bottom 
 ◦ Algae growing on moist surfaces 
 ◦ All of the above 
   
14. The riffles has a faster rate of water flow because: 
 ◦ The channel narrows 
 ◦ Heavier, rocky soil was deposited here. 
 ◦ Both of the above 
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15. An adaptation can be a body part or a behavior that helps an 
organism meet it’s basic needs. 
 ◦ True 
 ◦ False 
   
16. An example of a “structural adaptation” is the clustering of 
whirligig beetles for protection from predators in the deep pool. 
 ◦ True 
 ◦ False 
   
17. Larval insects are adapted to attach underneath rocks in the 
fast-flowing water of the riffles habitat. 
 ◦ True 
 ◦ False 
   
18. All organisms provide this contribution to their habitats: 
 ◦ Insect control 
 ◦ Food source 
 ◦ Soil holding 
   
19. A large oak tree might provide the following contributions: 
 ◦ A. Soil enrichment 
 ◦ B. Oxygen production 
 ◦ C. Habitat creation 
 ◦ D. Algae control 
 ◦ E. Only A, B, and C 
   
20. Every organism contributes in some way to the river basin 
system/watershed and is therefore an integral part of the balance of 
the system. 
 ◦ True 
 ◦ False 
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