
                                                                                                                28 Crescent Street        

                                          Middletown, Connecticut 06457-3650 

 

                                                                                                                tel  860-358-6000 

          A member of the Middlesex Health System                                                www.middlesexhealth.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            July 20, 2018 
 

Dear Green & Healthy Homes Initiative Representative:  
 

It is with great enthusiasm that I provide this letter of support for Comfortable - Healthy - Energy Efficient – 
Renewable’s (CHEER) proposal for the Green & Healthy Homes Initiative. The infrastructure is in place in the 
Middletown community to ensure the project will be highly successful. CHEER’s mission to improve the 
whole home by addressing health and safety issues, livability, energy efficiency, and equitable access to 
lower-cost renewable energy perfectly aligns with GHHI’s objective to address social determinants of health, 
with priority for asthma and healthy homes.  
 

Middlesex Hospital will be a willing and enthusiastic partner for this project, as it is synergistic with the 
Hospital’s focus on health equity by addressing social determinants of health for vulnerable communities. 
CHEER’s overseeing the Green & Healthy Homes Initiative in our area would provide a critical referral source 
for the following Hospital initiatives and collaborative programs:  
 

1) FY16 Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) and CHNA Implementation Strategy, both of 
which focus on social determinant of health and health equity, which have guided the Hospital’s 
Community Benefit goals for the past several years.  

2) The CMS Accountable Health Communities grant where, as of August 1, 2018, Middlesex Hospital 
will screen Medicare and Medicaid patients for the following health-related social needs: housing, 
food, utilities, transportation, utilities, interpersonal violence. Patients who screen positive will 
receive referral and navigation services.  

3) Middlesex County Asthma Coalition, where focusing on low-income and communities of color with 
higher prevalence of asthma is a key objetive. 

4) The Middlesex County Branch NAACP Health Committee, of which Jeff Hush and I are members, 
where we are actively working on program development to address health inequities for people of 
color in Middlesex County.  

5) Middlesex Hospital’s participation in the Connecticut Hospital Association statewide Social 
Determinants of Health Collaborative focusing on food, housing and transportation.  

 

Asthma and housing insecurity lead to poor outcomes for many of our local residents, especially children in 
vulnerable and in low-income communities.  In Middletown, those below the poverty line and those in the 
ALICE population (Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed) together make up 36% of the residents.  
The best recent research in Asthma prevention/abatement points to improved housing as central to 
improved health outcomes (see “Leveraging the Social Determinants of Health:  What Works?,” Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Massachusetts, June 2015).  Improving housing is exactly what the CHEER program does. 
 

I have worked closely with Jeff Hush as part of the Middlesex County Branch NAACP Health Committee and 
have come to know Jeff as a dedicated and passionate advocate for improving the health and well-being of 
our community’s most at-risk and vulnerable.  Together with his colleagues and with the support of 
Middlesex Hospital and other integral community partners, the framework is in place for excellent GHHI 
outcomes in the Middletown, CT area.  
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 

Catherine Rees 
Director, Community Benefit 
 

 


