
1.4 Provide Resources and Supports to Local Businesses 

Sub-Action 5 

Town of Fairfield 

The Town of Fairfield prides itself on its focus of the local businesses in the community. There 
are several events that connect the civic and business organizing of Fairfield. These events are 
opportunities for the Fairfield business to be recognized for their hard work while building 
community relationships. The following pages offer evidence of three recent events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



State Familiarization Tour 

This event was hosted by the Fairfield Tourism group, a sub-committee of the Fairfield Economic 

Department, on June 26th, 2018. According to Mark Barnhart, the Director of Community and Economic 

Development Fairfield is the “quintessential New England town with a rich, 375-year history, 

picturesque coastline and a vibrant and walkable downtown. There’s so much to see and do, all within 

minutes of each other, making Fairfield a great place to visit, relax and unwind.” The town wanted to 

showcase local places of interest including its rich history and vibrant business centers. The proposed 

tour route included the Pequot Library, the Fairfield Museum & History Center, the Quick 

Center/Fairfield University and the Connecticut Audubon Center. All businesses associated with the 

Tourism Group were asked to participate.  



Town of Fairfield 

State Office of Tourism Familiarization Tour 

Tuesday, June 26, 2018 

Proposed Itinerary 

 

 

9:00 Pequot Library 

10:00 Inn @ Fairfield Beach 

11:00 Fairfield Museum & History Center 

12:00 FTC/Lunch 

1:00 Quick Center/Fairfield University 

2:00 Connecticut Audubon Center   



 2018 Familiarization Tour Contacts

Venue Address Phone Primary Contact Position Secondary Contact Position

Pequot Library 720 Pequat Avenue, Southport, CT 06890 203-259-0346 Stephanie Coakley Executive Director Caroline Crawford Community Relations

Inn at Fairfield Beach 1160 Reef Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 203-255-6808 Candace Levine Owner/Proprietor

Fairfield Museum & History Center 370 Beach Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 203-259-1598 Mike Jehle Executive Director Shana Wiswell Director of Development

Fairfield Theatre Company 70 Sandford Street, Fairfield, CT 06824 203-259-1036 John Reid Executive Director Joe Rog Director of Development

Quick Center/Fairfield Universty Museum of Art 1073 North Benson Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 203-254-4010 Peter VanHeerden Executive Director Carey Mack Weber Assistant Director

Connecticut Audubon Center 2325 Burr Street, Fairfield, CT 06824 203-259-6305 Rick Boucher Director, Fairfield Liza Hickey Communications



Fairfield Stop and Stroll Event 

The event held on November 28, 2017 was a chance to celebrate local businesses. Participating shops 
stayed open late and featured hors d'oeuvres as well as seasonal beverages.  

The Town of Fairfield Website promoted the event and provided a link for businesses who wanted to 
participate. The link could be found by clicking Departments & Services > Community & Economic 
Development > Economic Development > Economic Development Documents > "Shop Local" Events >  

 

https://www.fairfieldct.org/departments
https://www.fairfieldct.org/ced
https://www.fairfieldct.org/ced
https://www.fairfieldct.org/econdevelopment
https://www.fairfieldct.org/shoplocal
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Departments & Services > Community & Economic Development > Economic Development > Economic
Development News

11/28/2017 - Town and Chamber Announce Details on 5th Annual “Shop & Stroll” Event

First Selectman Mike Tetreau is inviting the public to participate in Fairfield’s 5th Annual Holiday
“Shop & Stroll” on Thursday, December 7, 2017. The event is being co-sponsored by the Town
of Fairfield and the Fairfield Chamber of Commerce.

Participating shops in downtown Fairfield will offer extended hours and an assortment of
complimentary hors d’oeuvres and seasonal refreshments to shoppers. Traveling carolers and musicians will fill the air with
holiday cheer, and local restaurants will be offering dinner or drink specials.

“This is a great opportunity to support our local businesses and to get some of your holiday shopping done while enjoying a
fun night out with family or friends,” said First Selectman Tetreau.

This year’s event will again feature a 90-minute ice-sculpting demonstration beginning at 6:00 pm at Sherman Green by
world renowned ice carver Bill Covitz of Ice Matters. Mr. Covitz will be exhibiting his considerable talents and skill carving a
single block of ice into a holiday motif. Additional ice sculptures will be on display at several downtown locations, courtesy of
Kleban Properties, Henry C. Reid & Son Jewelers and Fischel Properties.

The Town and the Chamber are also collaborating to make “Fairfield SPARKLE” … by creating a Winter Window Wonderland.
All downtown businesses and merchants are encouraged to participate by decorating their windows with classic white lights,
to not only create a festive holiday shopping experience, but also establish an annual showcase of Downtown Fairfield. 

This year’s Holiday Stroll will feature caroling by the Fairfield Warde High School Chamber Singers, Fairfield Ludlowe High
School (Close Harmony) and Fairfield Prep High School (Encords). The Fairfield Ludlowe Brass ensemble and Flute choir will
also be appearing.

Weary shoppers looking for a quick pick-me-up can swing by Sherman Green for free hot cocoa and a chance to win a $500
gift card courtesy of Judy Mitchell of William Pitt Sotheby’s Realty. No purchase is necessary to enter the drawing for the gift
card. 

Shoppers can also participate through Sunday, December 11th in a special drawing for a chance to win a Fairfield shopping
spree and other great prizes. Shoppers can pick up an entry form beginning the day of the Stroll at the Old Town Hall,
Independence Hall, the Fairfield Public Library or any one of the following retailers participating in this special promotion:
Apricot Lane, The Beehive, Capri, Fairfield Center Jewelers, Fairfield Theatre Company, Fairfield University Bookstore, Giuliana
Boutique, Henry C. Reid & Son, In the Mood Intimates, Island Outfitters, La Moda Fashions, No. 299, Saltwater,
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soundRUNNER, Snappy Gator, Swim ‘n Surf, Vintage Garden. No purchase is necessary. Only one entry per household.

Fairfield Chamber of Commerce President Beverly Balaz added, “The Chamber of Commerce is happy to be partnering with
the Town on this festive event as it will give our businesses another opportunity to open their doors to the community, meet
new customers from surrounding towns, and together, help celebrate the holiday season with a wonderful shopping
experience!” 

The Town and Chamber gratefully acknowledge the following businesses for helping to sponsor this year’s “Shop & Stroll”
event: Kleban Properties, Fischel Properties and Henry C. Reid & Son Jewelers. Media sponsors include Fairfield TownVibe,
Fairfield Magazine, Hearst Media Group and Fairfield Citizen-News.

The public is invited to visit the event website at www.fairfieldct.org/shopnstroll for further information on participating
retailers, restaurants, activities and special offers.

Archives

Departments & Services

Animal Control

Bigelow Center for Senior Activities

Building

Community & Economic Development

Community Development

Conservation

Economic Development

Education

Engineering

Finance

Fire

Fire Marshal's Office

First Selectman's Office

Health

Housing Authority

Human Resources

Human Services

Information Technology

Legal

Libraries

Marina

Parking Authority

Parks & Recreation

Police

Public Safety

Public Works

http://www.fairfieldct.org/shopnstroll
https://www.fairfieldct.org/econdevnews/?Archives=1&ChanID=18230


Fairfield Art Walk 

Below is an email sent out to all members of the Downtown merchant group acting as an invitation for 
business to participate in the Fairfield Art Walk; 

Dear Downtown Merchant or Restaurateur: 

I am working with Chris O’Shea, the owner of the Driftwood Farmhouse, a new retail store at 1618 Post 
Road, to help organize and present an art walk in downtown Fairfield.  The idea would be for 
participating merchants (and restaurants) to display the work of local artists within their respective 
stores and restaurants, which would be celebrated with a monthly kick-off event where the public would 
be invited to browse (and eat and shop) their way along the route.   

You can either pick an artist with whom to partner, or Chris can help identify artists who might be 
interested.  We would create a map showing each location, and help publicize the event.  Chris and I 
have already met with Fairfield Magazine to discuss possible advertising options, and she is trying to 
gauge group interest in a pooled advertising buy. 

The first art walk is planned for Friday, June 22nd from 5:30-8PM, and is expected to continue into the 
fall with additional dates scheduled for July 20th, August 24th and September 21st.   
 
If you are interested in participating or learning more, please let Chris know as soon as possible at  
chris@driftwoodfarmhouse.com. 

Mark S. Barnhart,  

Director of Community & Economic Development 

611 Old Post Road 

Fairfield, CT   06824 

(203) 256-3120 

(203) 256-3129 (fax) 

mbarnhart@fairfieldct.org 

 

https://www.driftwoodfarmhouse.com/
mailto:chris@driftwoodfarmhouse.com
mailto:mbarnhart@fairfieldct.org


Downtown Merchants Group 
This email which acts as minutes for all members of the Fairfield Downtown Merchants group, a  sub-
group of the Economic Department of the town, states upcoming community events that will be 
planned for all businesses in Fairfield to get involved with.  
       ------ 
Thanks to all who attended last week’s downtown merchant meeting.  For those who were unable to 
attend, below is a summary of what we discussed. 
 

• Small Business Saturday is November 25th, and will coincide with a long-standing Fairfield 
Chamber event, Santa’s Arrival on the Green, which usually draws a nice crowd of several 
hundred families to Sherman Green.  We will use this event to hand out “Shop Small” 
merchandise courtesy of American Express to reinforce the theme of Shop Local for all of your 
holiday (and non-holiday) needs.  We had a very lively conversation amongst the meeting 
participants about whether Santa’s Arrival could be moved to Sunday so as not to overlap with 
Small Business Saturday.  The Chamber agreed to revisit this issue for 2018.  Mark agreed to 
work with the Police Department, Parking Authority and others to call attention to public parking 
options. 

• The popular Holiday Shop & Stroll event is Thursday, December 7th.  Like years past, we will ask 
all participating merchants to stay open later than usual (until 9PM) and provide complimentary 
refreshments from 6-9PM.  We will be seeking media sponsors (TownVibe/Fairfield Magazine is 
already confirmed with a 1/3 page vertical ad appearing in their holiday issue)! and local 
restaurants with which to partner.  There will be strolling carolers, roasted chestnuts and an ice-
carving demonstration and display pieces.   

• I am asking each participating merchant for a $100 contribution to help defray marketing and 
advertising costs associated with the Holiday Shop & Stroll event and a $50 gift card as a raffle 
prize.  All contributing stores will be listed on a minimum of two paid ads in both the Fairfield 
Citizen News and Westport News (four insertions total) and will receive priority listing on the 
event map/hand-out to be distributed the might of the event.  In order to get the full benefit of 
this media exposure, I will need to receive your payment by Monday, November 20th.   For those 
who have already contributed, thank you!  You can either mail to my attention or I can make 
arrangements to pick up at your store. 

• As noted above, the map/hand-out will also serve as a raffle, which will be available to patrons 
through the weekend (Thursday, December 7-Sunday, December 10) to encourage people to 
frequent different stores.  Patrons can get their map stamped or punched at different stores to 
qualify for the raffle, but to comply with CT State raffle laws, no purchase is required.  There will 
be multiple prizes including  a downtown shopping spree and other prizes contributed by local 
merchants.  Again, we are asking merchants to contribute a gift card or other suitable raffle 
prize ($50 value).  

• Finally, the Fairfield Chamber of Commerce will be spearheading an effort to encourage all 
downtown merchants/property owners to decorate their store windows with holiday lights to 
help transform the downtown into a magical winter wonderland throughout the holiday season.   

As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions, 
 



Mark S. Barnhart,  
Director of Community & Economic Development 
611 Old Post Road 
Fairfield, CT   06824 
(203) 256-3120 
(203) 256-3129 (fax) 
mbarnhart@fairfieldct.org 
 
 

mailto:mbarnhart@fairfieldct.org
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